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JhE l\EQEJ^Tg' QuE?TIQf(g. 

Since 1886 the Regents of the State of New York have held 
examinations three times a year in all the Academies aad 
Academic Departments of the Union Schools, granting certiil« 
cates to sach pupils as pass satisfactorily, and apportioning 
npon these certificates a large sam of money among the schools 
of the State. As pupils begin the study of the higher branches 
after passing this examination, the questions are made to em* 
brace all that is practical in the above branches. In all these 
0,000 questions not a single unimportant or ^^eatch ** question 
can be found. These questions have been published in one 
neatly bound volume, and separately in pamphlet form. They 
are now used as text-books in many of the leading schools of 
he country. Cornell University, recognizing their practical 
character, now admits, without any further examination upon 
these subjects, pupils who have passed an examination upon 
these questions. 

The following TBN BDITIONS are now published : 

1. The Regents* Questions in Arithmetic, Geoirraphy, 

Grammar and Spelling, complete, with Keys to the 

Arithmetic, Geography and Grammar Questions, 

l«mo, cloth $S.OO 

% The Regents* Questions in Arithmetic, Geography, 
Grammar and Spelling, Complete.. 1.00 

3. The Regents' Questions in Arithmetic, flexible cloth. .86 

4. Key to the same, flexible cloth .95 

5. The same, each on slip of Card-board, in box, with key 1.00 

6. The Regents* Questions in Oeo^nQ^^y, flexible cloth. .86 

7. Key to the same, flexible cloth 96 

8. The Regents* Questions in Orammar^ flexible cloth, .86 
0. The Regents* Questions in Grammar, tPith Key, with 

riferencea vpon every point to all the leading text- 

booke now in iim, thiu forming a Comfabativb 

Bhoush Gsammab, cloth 1.00 

10. The Regents* Questions in Spelling flexible cloth ... .86 

Any of the above will be sent by mail, post-paid, on receipt 
of the prices annexed. 

• Address, 

_ 0.;W. BARDEEN, Publisher, 

8YRAGU8I, N. Y. 
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*^ PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION. 

G 

"^ Instruction in Civil Government should be 

both theoretical and practical. Unfortunately 
the text -books in general use stop with the 
theory. 

They deal with the science of government, 
but, being intended for use throughout the 
United States, they give no information as to 
the art of government as practiced in this State. 
Our students learn what is the guaranty of 
RepubUcan government, but not how that 
;govemment is exercised in their own town. 

They are drilled in Incorporeal Heredita- 
ments, but do not learn what kind of causes 
•can be tried before a Justice of the Peac<* 

To supply this deficiency, is the aim of the 

present manual. Beginning with the school 

district, the names, manner of election, duties, 

and salaries are given of all important officers 

"^ from the school trustee to the President of the 

^ United States. 

The rapid sale of the First and Second Edi- 
tions of this book encourages the hope that, 
with the additions now made, this manual may 
i be considered indispensable in twtiy progressive 

^ school in the State of New York. 

HENRY C. NORTHAM. 
LowviLLE, April 22^ 1878. 
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I.— IntrodncUon. 



Officers are elected 
to administer the ^ 
government for 



The following are 
names given to 
some of the dif- 



(l. The United St^tea 

II. Each State. 

III. Counties. 

IV. Cities. 

V. Towns. 

VI. Districts. 

I. Road, School and 
Election Districts. 
II. School Commis- 
sioner Districts. 



ferent kinds of ] III. Assembly districts 



districts in the 
State of N. York 



n 



u 



IV. Senatorial 

V. Congressional 

VI. Judicial 

Question. Which are the smallest dis- 
tricts named i 

A. Road, School and Election districts. 

Q. What is a road district } 

A. A portion of a town placed under the 
charge of an officer, whose duty it is to see 
that the roads are kept in good condition. 

Q. What is a school district ? 

A. A portion of a town or city, placed 
under the care of officers, whose duties are 
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to maintain a public school in and for the 
district. 

Q. What is an Election district ? 

A. A whole or part of a town, in which 
all the voting is done at one j>oll. 

Q. What is a School commissioner dis* 
trict ? 

A. A whole or a portion of a county, un- 
der the' jurisdiction of a school commis- 
sioner. 

Q. What is an Assembly district ? 

A. A whole or a portion of a county set 
bff for the purpose of electing a "Member of 
the Assembly," except Fulton and Hamil- 
ton, which together form one district, and 
elect one member. 

Q. What is a Senatorial district } 

A. A portion of a county, a whole coun- 
ty, or several counties combined for the 
purpose of electing a Senator ; the amount 
of territory depending upon population. 

Q. What is a Congressional district ? 
A. A portion of a county, a whole coun- 
ty, or several counties combined for the 
purpose of electing a " Representative in 
Congress ;" the amount of territory depend- 
ing upon population. 

Q. What is a Judicial district ? 

A. One county (as in the case of New 
York), or several counties united for the 
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purpose of electing Supreme Court Judges. 

Q- Name the civil divisions in regular or- 
der and tell what a combination of each 
forms ? 

A. Road and school districts form towns; 
towns when united form counties ; coun- 
ties v^hen united form a State ; and also in 
many instances, Sehalorial, Congressional 
and Judicial districts. States when united 
form a Union. 

Q. How many States are there ? 

A. Thirty-eight. 

Q. How many counties in New York 
State? 

A. Sixty. ' 

Q. Ho\Y many towns in New York State? 

A. Nine hundred and forty ; the num- 
ber is changing from year to year ; the ex- 
act number can be found by consulting the 
almanacs that give the election returns. 

Q. How many cities in the State of New 
York } 

A. Twenty-four. 

Q. How many School Commissioner dis- 
\ tricts in New York State t 

\ A One hundred and twelve. 

^ Q. How many Assembly districts } 

^ A. One hundred and twenty-eight. 

Q. How many Senatorial districts ? 

A. Thirty, two. 
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Q. How many Judicial dist^icts^ 

A. Eight. 

Q. How many Congressional districts ? 

A. Thirty-three. 

Q. How many School districts in New 
York State ? 

A. About twelve thousand. 

Q. By what authority are counties organ- 
ized.^ 

A. By the State Legislature. 

Q. How are Towns formed } 

A. By an act of the board of supervisors. 

Q. By whom are School districts formed? 

A. Generally by the school commission- 
ters, sometimes assisted by the supervisor 
and townclerk of the town ; sometimes by 
special legislation. 

Q. What power defines the number of 
Assembly, Senatorial and Judicial districts? 

A. The State Constitution. 

Q. What power decides upon the num- 
ber of Congressional districts ? 

A. The Congress of the United States. 



NoTX. — ^The following table will be the guide for qMi- 
doning through all the succeeding paget : 
I. Name of office. 

II. Number of Officials holding the tame offict H tfaf 
tame tiiM. 

III. Term of office. 

IV. Eligibility. 

V. Duties. 

VI. Salary or how paid. ' 
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Q. What is a school district ? 

Q. How many school districts in your 
town ? 

Q. How many school districts in your 
county ? 

Q. How many school districts in New 
York State? 

Q. What are the names of the officers in 
a school district ? 

A. I. Trustee or trustees ; or a board of 

ediication. 
II. Clerk. 

III. Collector. 

IV. Librarian. 

Q. What is the number of officials hold- 
ing the same office at the same time ? 
A. I. One or three trustees, as a district 
decides. If a board of education, . it 
may be not less than three nor more 
than nine. 
II. One clerk. 
III.- One collector. 
IV. One librarian. 

Q. What are the names of those districts 
in which there is a board of education ? 
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A, Union free school districts ; and they 
are allowed to have an additional officer, 
called a treasurer. 

Q. What is the term of office of each ? 
A. I. If there be only one trustee, his 
term is one year. 
II. If there be three trustees, the term is 
three years, one being elected each 
year ; if the board of education con- 
sists of six or nine members, the. term 
is three years ; one third of the num- 
ber being elected each year. 
III. Clerk, collector and librarian, each hold 

the office for one year. 
* Q. Who are eligible to school offices in 
this state ? 

A. None but males ; they must be twen- 
ty-one years of age ; and trustees can hold 
no other school office. 
; Q. What are some of the duties of school 
district officers } 

TRUSTEES. 

A. I. To hold and keep district property 
for the use of the school. 
II. To hire and pay a qualified teacher or 
teachers, and maintain a school for at 
least twenty-eight weeks during the 
school year. 
III. To make to the school commissionet 
an annual report between the first and 
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1 2 The School District. 

A. The collector only is entitled to pay ; 
he receives one per cent, on all moneys col- 
lected during the first fourteen days after 
aJvertising ; after that time five per cent. 

Q. How shall we find hereafter that offi- 

•cers are paid } 

A. Some are paid a salary ; some by the 
■day ; some by a fee ; some by a per cent. 

Q. What is meant by a salary ? a fee ? a 
per cent ? 

Q. How can a school district having 
three trustees change to one trustee ? 

Q. Can a district having a sole trustee 
change back and legally elect three ? 

[NoTX. — All questions unanswered here, should be studied 
^« teachers very carefully, and the correct answers obtained, 
"hey should also introduce many others that will be sugges* 
hy the lesson.] 
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Q. What is a town ? 

Q. How many towns in your county ? 

Q. How many towns in New York State ? 

Q. What are the names of the officers in 
a town, the number of officials in each, and 
their terms of office ? 

A. I. One supervisor, elected for one 
year. 
II. One town clerk, elected for one year. 

III. Four justices of the peace, elected for 
four years. 

IV. Three assessors, elected for three years. 
V. One or three highway commissioners, 

as the electors may determine ; if one 
be elected, the term is one year; if 
three, the term is three years. 

VI. One or two overseers ot the poor, as 
the electors may determine ; term one . 

' year. 

VII. One collector, elected for one year. 

VIII. Constables, not to exceed five ; term 
one year. 

IX. One game constable ; term one year. 
X. Three town auditors ; term one year. 

XI. Three excise commissioners ; term 
three years. 
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XII. Three inspectors of election; term 
one year ; and in some villages and 
cities asealerof weights.and measures. 
Q. What are some of their duties ? 

I. SUPERVISORS. 

I. To receive the school money belonging 

to the town, and pay it out by order of 
the trustees. 

II. To receive other money belonging to 

the town, and disburse the same accord- 
ing to law. 

III. To meet with the other supervisors of 
the county as a " board of county can- 
vassers." 

IV. To meet with the other supervisors of 
the county as a " board of supervisors ; 
to audit all lawful accounts against the 
county, make out the tax lists and cause 
them to be collected ; and perform such 
other acts of legislation as the consti- 
tution and statute laws have conferred 
upon them. 

II. TOWN CLERK. 

I. To keep the records of the town. 

II. To keep in his custody such books and 
papers as belong to the town. 

III. To act as clerk of the town meetings, 
IV* To file such papers as properly belong 
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to his office ; and to perform the gen- 
eral clerical duties for the town. 

III. JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

I. To be the judicial officers for the town. 
11. To issue warrants for the arrest of 
persons accused of committing crimes, 
and also summonses for the purpose of 
bringing before them persons for trial 
in civil actions. 
ni. To take acknowledgment of conveyan- 
ces, administer oaths, act as inspectors 
at the town meeting, etc. 

IV. ASSESSORS. 

I. To make an inventory of the real estate in 

the town, naming the number of acres 
owned by each person, and fixing upon 
the same a valuation in proportion to 
its worth. 

II. To make an inventory of the personal 

property held by the several persons in 
town, such as notes, mortgages, &c., 
which with the real estate forms the 
basis for taxes. 

V. HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS. 

I. To have the care and general super* 

vision of the highways and bridges; 
II. To lay out new roads, when directed by 
a jury legally called for that purpose and 
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discontinue others whfai directed by 
the same authority. 
III. To divide the town into districts, and 
appoint overseers for the same. 

VI. OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 

To look after and provide for, either at 
home or in the countv house, such as. 
are in indigent circumstances. 

VII, COLLECTOR. 

I. To give a bond to the supervisor for 

double the amount to be collected, with 
one or more sureties for the faithful 
performance of his duties. 

II. To receive the tax list and warrant, and 

collect the tax and pay it over as di- 
rected. 

VIII. CONSTABLES. 

I. To serve summonses issued by the jus- 

tices. 

II. To arrest and bring prisoners before a 

justice, and to have the custody of them. 

III. To collect moneys upon executions, 
and if necessary to sell property to sat- 
isfy the same. 

IV. To see that order is preserved in the 
community 

V. To attend the higher courts in their 

official capacity when directed by the 
sheriff. 
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IX. GAME CONSTABLE. 

To look after and prosecute for the vio- 
lation of the game laws. 

X. TOWN AUDITORS. 

To examine the accounts of the town 
officers and pass upon the same. 

XI. EXCISE COMMISSIONERS. 

To meet and act upon petitions asking 
for the privilege of selling spirituous 
liquors. 

XII. INSPECTORS OF ELECTION. 

I. To preside at the annual election, receive 

the votes legally presented, and deposit 
them in boxes prepared for that pur- 
pose. 

II. To count the ballots at the close of the 

election, make a true statement there- 
of, and transmit it to the "board of 
canvassers." 

Q. How are these officers paid ? 

A. I. Supervisors receive, three dollars 
per day for county services, and two 
dollars per day for town services, and 
are entitled to extras for copying as- 
sessment roll and paying out school 
money. 
II. Town clerks are paid by the day for ser* 
. vices ; also a fee for recording and 
filing papers. 
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III. Justices, mostly paid by fees ; as offi 
cers of the town meeting they are paid 
by the day. 

IV. Collectors receive a percentage for 
collecting the money. 

V. Constables receive a fee, a percentage, 
and for some services are paid by the 
day. 

VI. Game constables receive a portion of 
the fine money collected by reason of 
their prosecutions. 

VII. All the remaining officers are paid 
for their services by the day. 

Q. What must all these officers do before 
entering upon their duties } 

A. They must qualify ; that is, take the 
oath of office. 

Q. What is the oath of office } 
A. See state constitution, art. XII, sec. i. 
Q. Who can administer the oath of office } 
A. I. The county clerk administers the 

oath to the justices of the peace. 
II. A justice of the peace administers the 
oath to all other town officers, except 
inspectors of election. 
III. The chairman of the inspectors of elec- 
tion administers the oath to the other 
inspectors, and one of the others in 
turn administers it to the chairman. 
Q. How many supervisors in the towns 
of the state } 
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Q. How many supervisors in the cities 
of the state ? 

Q. How many justices of the peace in 
the state ? 
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such an one in the county ; if there be 
none, then an attorney may be elected 

IV. Supervisors and county treasurers 
cannot hold the office of county super- 
intendent of the poor. 
V. No sheriff, under sheriff, deputy, 
sheriff's clerk or coroner can practice 
as counselor at law during his term of 
office. 

VI. Justices of the sessions must be act- 
ing justices of the peace in their re- 
spective towns. 
VII. There are no other prohibitions in 
regard to age or re-election of county 
officers. 
Q. What are some of their duties. 

I. SHERIFF. 

A. I. He is the executive officer of the 

county. 
II. By himself or by his deputies, executes 

civil and criminal processes throughout 

the county 

III. Has charge of the jail and prisoners. 

IV. Attends couits, and keeps the peace. 
V. Must be present by himself or under- 
sheriff, at the drawing of jurors, and 
cause them to be legally summoned. 

II. JUDGE. 

I. He is the presiding officer in the 
county court. 
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II. He may with two justices of sessions, 
hold Courts of Sessions, with such 
criminal jurisdiction as the Legislature 
may prescribe. 
HI. The county judge of any county may 
preside at Courts of Sessions, or hold 
County Courts, in any other county 
except New York and Kings, when re- 
quested by the judge of such other 
county. Art. VI, Sec. 15. 

III. SURROGATE. 

I. Takes proof of wills of real or per- 
sonal property. 

II. Grants letters testamentary or admin- 
istrative. 

III. Attends generally to the settlement 
of the estates of deceased persons. 

IV. COUNTY CLERK. 

I, He is the clerk of the courts held in 
and for the county, namely: Circuit, 
Oyer and Terminer, County Court and 
Court of Sessions, and the Special 
Term. 
II. Administers the oath to jurors and 
witnesses. 

III. Records the judgments of the courts. 

IV. Draws the grand and petit juries and 
makes a return of the same. 

V. Records mortgages, deeds, satisfac« 
tion papers, &c. 
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V. TREASURER. 

I. Receives the moneys collected by the 
several town collectors for county and 
state taxes. 

II. Pays over to the comptroller the 
amount going to the state. 

III. Pays out the amount due the county, 
as directed by law. 

IV. Receives from the comptroller the 
school money due the county, and pays 
the same over to the several super- 
visors, as directed by the school com- 
missioner's certificate. 

V. Makes a general statement of the 
financial affairs of his office to the 
board of supervisors, annually. 

VI. DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

I. He is the attorney for the county. 
II. Presents complaints made to him ac- 
cusing parties of crime, to the grand 
jury. 

III. Draws "bills of indictment" when 
found by the grand jury. 

IV. Tries indicted parties in the Oyer 
and Terminer, and Court of Sessions. 

VII. CORONERS. 

I. Look after and inquire into all mat- 
ters concerning persons slain, or who 
have died mysteriously. 
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II. Summon a jury, subpoena wi^r^ses, 
and ascertain as far as possible ah the 
facts in regard to the death. 

III. In case of a vacancy in the office of 
sheriff, and there being no under 
sheriff, one of the coroners designated 
by the county judge, performs the 
duties of sheriff until said vacancy be 
filled by election or appointment. 

IV. Have power to arrest the sheriff upon 
criminal processes. 

VIII. SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE POOR.' 

Have the general care of the county poor 
house ; appoint persons to take charge 
of the same ; and render an account 
annually to the " board of supervisors *' 
of their doings. 

IX. JUSTICES OF SESSIONS. 

I. Sit upon the bench with the county 
judge in the Court of Sessions and with 
the Supreme Court judge in the Oyer 
and Terminer, for the trial of such 
criminals as have been indicted by a 
grand jury. 
II. The law gives them just as much 
power in the . decision of questions as 
the judge. 

X. SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. 

I. Apportion the school moneys among 
the several districts in the county. 
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II. Make an annual report to the superin- 
tendent of public instruction, contain- 
ing all the statistics embraced in the 
several reports from the trustees of his 
district. 

III. Visit and examine all the schools and 
school districts within their districts 
as often in each year as shall be prac- 
ticable ; inquire into all matters re- 
lating to the management, the course 
of study and mode of instruction, the 
text books used and the discipline of 
such schools. 

IV. Examine in regard to the "moral 
character," "learning" "and ability to 
teach," persons proposing to teach pub- 
lic schools in their districts ; and if 
they find them qualified, grant them cer-^ 
tificates in the form prescribed by the 
superintendent. 

V. Form new districts, or change the 
boundary lines of old ones. 

VI. Organize at least once each year, 
or in concert with one or more com- 
missioners in the same county, af 
" teachers' institute," and induce if pos- 
sible all the teachers in their districts 
to be present and take part in its exer- 
cises. 

Q. What are the salaries of each of these 
officers, or how paid ? 
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I. SHERIFF. 

A. I. Receives a fee on all papers served 
II. Receives a per cent on money co^ 
lected on executions. 

II. JUDGE. 

Receives a salary established by the 
legislature, varying in different counties 
according to population and business. 

III. SURROGATE. 

I. Receives a salary, varying in different 
counties, according to business. 

II. When the judge performs the duties 
of surrogate the one salary suffices for 
all the duties performed. 

III. The surrogate is entitled to a clerk, 

IV. COUNTY CLERK. 

I. Receives a fee for all papers recorded. 
II. Receives a fee for administering oaths 

in court. 
III. Is paid extra for copying or re-index- 
ing old records. 

V. TREASURER. 

I. The county treasurer shall receive 
an annual salary fixed by the ** board 
of supervisors." 

II. The salary shall be established by 
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the ** board/* at least 'six months be- 
fore his election. 
III. The salary shall not be increased 
nor diminished during his term ot 
office. 

VI. DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

I. A salary fixed by the board of super- 
visors, when they resolve so to do. 
II. Can try civil causes, when not en- 
gaged officially, receiving as his own 
the fees for the same. 

VII. CORONERS. 

I. For holding inquests they are en- 
titled to a reasonable compensation 
to be audited and allowed by the 
board of supervisors. 
II. For performing sheriff's duties, they 
are entitled to same fees as sheriff. 

VIII. SUPERINTENDENT OF THE POOR. 

Paid by the day. 

IX. JUSTICES OF SESSIONS. 

Three dollars a day. 

X. SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. 

I. A salary of eight hundred dollars a 
year, established by law. 
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II. Supervisors are required to audit and 
allow two hundred dollars extra for 
expenses. 
III. A majority of the supervisors of any 
school commissioner district may in- 
crease the salary of said school com- 
missioner ; the increased salary must 
be levied upon the towns composing 
such commissioner district. 
Q. What must county officers do, before 
entering upon the duties of their office } 

A. Take the oath prescribed by State 
Constitution in Art. XII, Sec. i. 

Q. What county officers are required in 
addition to the oath prescribed to execute 
a bond for the faithful performance of their 
duties } 

A. Sheriff, county treasurer, surrogate 
and county superintendents of the poor. 

Q. Who administers the " oath of office " 
to the county officers } 
A. The county clerk. 
Q. In case of the re-election of the county 
clerk, before whom can he qualify ? 
A. The county judge. 
Q. Where are these oaths of office and 
bonds recorded } 

A. In the county clerk's office. 
Q. Who is the sheriff of this county ? 
Q. Who is the present judge ; and wha} 
is his salary ? 
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Q. Is there a separate officer as surro* 
;gate, and why ? 

Who is the county clerk? 

Who is the county treasurer? 

Who is the district attorney ? 

Who are the coroners ? 

Who are the superintendents of the 
poor ? 

Who are the justices of sessions? 

Who are the school commissioners ? 

TOWN AUDITORS. 

By laws of 1878, 1879 and 1880, the fol- 
lowing-named counties are exempt from 
electing "town auditors," as prescribed on 
page 13; Wayne, Delaware, Allegany, 
Oneida, Cayuga, Erie, St. Lawrence, 
Schuyler, Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, 
Columbia, Broome, Lewis, Madison, Wyo- 
ming, Queens, Jefferson, Fulton, Oswego, 
Suffolk, Onondaga, Saratoga, Ontario, 
Yates, Rensselaer, Genesee, Schenectady, 
Monroe, Livingston, Otsego, Schoharie, 
Niagara and Orleans. 

A TABLE 

Showing the salaries of the several coun- 
ty judges and surrogates of the State of 
New York at the present time, as estab- 
lished by the statutes of 1877 and 1880: 

JouNTiES. Judge. 8urrogat£i 

New York, _ $12,000 

Kings, $10,000 10,000 
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Counties. 


Judge. 


SURROGATB. 


Erie, 


$S>ooo 


$4,500 


Albany, i 
Westchester, j 


4,500 


4,000 


Onondaga, 

Oneida, 

Monroe, 


^ 4,000 


3»So<> 


Rensselaer, 


3»Soo 


3,500 


Saratoga, 

Ulster, 

Dutchess, 


3,000 


2,500 
3,000 
3,000 


'Queens, 


2,500 


3,000 


Chautauqua, ^ 
Cayuga, 
Columbia, 
Ontario, 


2,000 


1,600 
2,000 
2,500 
1,500 


Cattaraugus, ^ 
Oswego, 
Jefferson, 
Niagara, 


1,500 


1,500 


Orange, 


1,500 


2,500 


Otsego, 

St. Lawrence, 


1,800 


1,500 


Washington, 
Suffolk, 


1,200 
1,000 


1,500 
1,500 
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The followins: are counties in which 
county judges act as surrogates, receiving 
the one salary for both offices; 



Franklin, 

Greene, 

Rockland, 

Schenectady, 

Warren, 

Wayne, 

Delaware 

Orleans, 

Broome, 

Chemung, 

Chenango, 

Herkimer, 

Livingston, 

Madison, 

Clinton, 

Richmond, 
Steuben, 

Cortland, 
Essex, 
Genesee, 
Schoharie, 



|2,0OO 



3,000 



3»Soo 



2,500 
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Tioga, 

Tompkins, . 
Wyoming, f '^'J^ 
Montgomery,! 




Putnam, 1 




Schuyler, \ 1,500 
Yates, J 




Allegany. ^,750 




Pulton, 9,250 




Sullivan, ) 

Lewis, \ »'*^^ 




Seneca, 1,000 


• 


Hamiltoii« 800 
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v.— The City. 

What is a city ? 
By what authoiity organized ? 
A. By an act of the legislatuse. 
Q. What instrument defines its powers? 
-A, A charter. 

Q. What are the divisions of a city 
called ? 
A. Wards. 

Q. Name the cities in New York State, 
when incorporated, and the number of 
wards in each.? 
Answer: 

Popnlfttlon 
in 1880. 

New York, . . 1680, has 24 wards, 1,206,590 

Brooklyn, ... 1834, " 25 « 566,689 

Buffalo, 1832, " 13 " i55»i37 

Albany, .... 1686, " 16 " 90,903 

Rochester, . . 1834, "16 " 89,363 

Troy, 1816, " 13 « 56,747 

Syracuse, ... 1847, " 8- " 5ii79i 

Utica, 1832, " 12 " 33.913 

Auburn, . . . 1848, " 7 " 21,924 

Oswego,. . . . 1848, " 8 " 21,117 

Elmira, .... 1864, " 7 " 20,541 

Poughkeepsiei854, " 6 " 20,207 

Cohoes, .... 1869, ** 4 " 19.417 





4 


« 


18,892 




9 


it 


18,342 




4 


« 


18,050 




5 


(i 


17,315 




S 


<i 


I7»ii7 




5 


ii 


13,675 




4 


« 


13,5" 




5 


(( 


12,045 




4 


« 


10,697 




4 


a 


10,340 




4 


« 


8,828 
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Yonkers, ... 1872, 
Kingston, « . 1872, 
Newburg, : . 1865, 
Binghamton, 1867, 
L. I. City, . . 1870, 
Schenectady, 1798, 
Lockport, '. . 1865, 

Rome, 1870, 

Watertown, . 1869, 

Ogdensburg, 1868, 

Hudson, . . . 1785, 

The census for 1880 is not fully completed, 

but gives substantially the above figures. 

Q. How populous must a village be, 
before it can be incorporated as a city ? 

A. No definite number is required; 
whenever a large proportion of the inhabi- 
tants desire it, the legislature will grant a 
city charter. 

Q. What is the executive officer of a 
city called ? 

A. The Mayor. His term of office is one 
year, unless otherwise ordered by the, 
charter, as in New York and Albany where 
it is two years. 

Q. What other important officers are 
elected ? 

A. Aldermen and Supervisors ; one each 
in every ward, unless otherwise ordered 
by their charter. 

Q. What officers form the common 
council } 
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A. Mayor and aldermen ; and they arc 
the legislative body of the city ; they have 
authority to appoint police officers. 

Q. What courts exist in cities in addi- 
tion to those established for the State at 
large ? 

A I. The Superior Court of the city of 
New York. 

II. The Court of Common Pleas for the 
city and county of New York. 

III. The Superior Court of Buffalo. 

IV. The City Court of Brooklyn. Const, 
Art. VI., Sec. 12. 

JURIES. 

Q. What is a jury ? 

A. A body of men selected according to 

law, and sworn to inquire into and try any 

matter of fact, and declare the truth of it 

on the evidence given in ^the case. 

Q. Name some juries? 

A. I. One of six persons for the trial of 

causes in a Justice Court 
II. One of twelve persons, summoned 
for the purpose of laying out new 
roads or discontinuing old ones. 
III. One of not less than six nor more 
than fifteen persons, summoned by the 
coroner, to inquire into the cause of 
any violent death. 
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IV. One of twelve men, called a petit 
jury, whose duty it is to try causes, 
civil or criminal, in the county court 
and sessions, or circuit and oyer and 
terminer. 
V. One called a grand jury of not less 
than sixteen nor more than twenty- 
three, whose duty it is to examine into 
accusations against persons charged 
with crime, and if they find sufficient 
testimony to warrant it, to find a bill 
of indictment against them to be pre- 
sented to the court. 
Q. Name some qualifications requisite 
for jurors } 

A. They must be freeholders, twenty- 
one years old. 

Q. Who are exempt from sitting on a 
jury } 

A. Persons over sixty years of age, 
postmasters and many others. 

Q. How many are summoned for a 
justice court and by whom ? 

A. Twelve, and by a constable ; and 
from these twelve six are drawn. 

Q. Who selects and notifies the jury for 
laying out roads, &c,? 

A. The highway commissioners. 
Q. By whom is the coroner's jury made 
out and summoned ? 
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A. By the coroner. 

Q. How is the petit jury list obtained ? 

A. The supervisors, town clerk, and as- 
sessors of the several towns of the county 
make out a list of the names of those per- 
sons qualified, and the names in the several 
lists are written upon slips of paper of 
the same size and deposited in a box in 
the county clerk's office. 

Q. How is the grand jury list obtained } 

A. The supervisors apportion the num- 
ber, f^three hundred,^ among the several 
towns in the county in proportion to 

Eopulation, Each supervisor selects from 
is town the numbc to which it is entitled; 
and these several lists are written upon 
slips of paper as before and deposited in a 
box in the county clerk's office. 

Q. How frequently are the lists changed? 

A. The petit jury list is changed once in 
three years; the grand jury list every year. 

Q. When are these juries drawn } 

A. Not more than twenty, nor less than 
fourteen days before the sitting of the 
court for which they are drawn. 

tQ. How many are drawn ? 

A. Thirty- six petit and twenty-four 
grand jurors. 

Q. How is the jury for each individual 
case obtained? 

A. The thirty-six petit jurors' names are 
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put into a box and the names are drawn 
out until twelve satisfactory persons are 
obtained. 

Q. How many of this jury must agree 
in a verdict ? 

A. The twelve must agree. 

Q. Who is the officer authorized to re- 
port the verdict ? 

A. The person they have elected fore- 
man 

Q. In case the twelve jurymen do not 
agree, what will be done } 

A. When the judge is satisfied that the 
jury will not agree he will discharge them. 

Q. What will be done with the case 
then ? 

A. Another trial will take place with a 
different jury, unless the suit be discon- 
tinued. 

Q. Who is the presiding officer of the 
grand jury 1 

A. The foreman, and he is appointed by 
the judge who presides at that court. 

Q. What other officer does this jury 
have? 

A. A clerk, one of their number, who 
writes out the testimony as it is given. 

Q. Who can be present with this jury ? 

A. Only the witness who is being ex- 
amined, and the district attorney, if desired 
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by the jury ; but none except jurors can be 
present when they ballot in regard to a bill 

Q. What is done with a bill of indict- 
ment when found ? 

A. It is handed over to the court, and 
the sheriff will cause the arrest of the 
person unless he be already in custody. 



STRUCK JURY, 

Q. What courts may order a struck jur^ T 
A. The Supreme Court and superior city courts. 
Q. When mav the above-named courts order a struck lury T 
A. When it snail appear that an impartial trial cannot be had, or 
that the intricacy of the case reauires such a jury. 
Q. What time is required in the notice for striking a jury f 
A. The party obtaining the order shall give notice eight days be- 
fore the time for striking, that he will attend before the clerk of the 
county in which the venue is laid, for the purpose of having such 
jury struck. 

I. The clerk shall select from the jury lists of the several towns 
the names of forty-eight persons, whom he shall deem most 
indifferent between th^ parties, and best qualified to try the 
' cause. 
II. The party or his attorney, on whose application the order was 
granted, shall first strike one from the list, and then the op- 
posing party or agent, alternating until twelve shall have been 
stricken from the list by each party. 
III. The clerk shall certify the names of the twenty-four pecsons 
whose names have not been stricken off, who shall be sum- 
moned, and from which number a jury shall be impaneled a* 
in other juries. 



VII.— Stale. 



Q. Upon what is the state government 
based ? . 

A. Upon a constitution adopted by the 
people. 

Q- How many departments are provided 
for by the constitution ? 

A. Three ; the Legislative, Executive, 
and Judicial. 

Q. What are the divisions of the Legis- 
lative department ? 

A. The Assembly and the Senate. 

Q. What is the number of members in 
each body, and their term of office ? 

A. One hundred and twenty-eight mem- 
bers of the Assembly, elected for one year 
Thirty-two senators elected for two years. 
Art. III., Const. 

Q. When, and how is the number of 
members of the Assembly apportioned 
among the several counties ? 

A. Once in ten years by the Legislature 
immediately after taking the state census , 
and as nearly as can be, according to popu- 
lation, excluding aliens, but giving to every 
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county except Hamilton at least one 
member. 

Q. When and how is the number of 
members of the Senate apportioned in 
the State ? 

A. At the same time, by the Legisla- 
ture ; and as nearly as possible according 
to population. A Senatorial district 
sometimes embraces a^portion of a county, 
sometimes a whole county ; at other 
times two or more counties ; but no 
county can be divided, unless it can be 
equitably entitled to two or more mem- 
bers. 

The following apportionment was 
made in 1879: 



SENATE DISTRICTS. 

I. Queens and Suffolk. 
II. The First, Second, Fifth, 
Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, 
Twelfth, and Twenty-second 
wards of Brooklyn, and the 
towns of Flatbush, Gravesend, 
and New Utrecht. 
III. The Third, Fourth, Seventh^ 
Eleventh, Thirteenth, Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth, Twenty- 
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first, and Twenty-third wards 
of Brooklyn. 

IV. The Fourteenth, Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth, Seventeenth, 
Twenty-fourth^ and Twenty- 
fifth wards of Brooklyn, and 
New Lots and Flatlands. 
V. Richmond, First, Second, 
Third, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, 
Fourteenth, and parts of the 
Fourth and Ninth wards of 
New York, and Governor's,. 
Bedloes, and Ellis Islands. 

VI. The Seventh, Eleventh, Thir- 
teenth, and a part of the 
Fourth wards of New York. 
VII. The Tenth, Seventeenth, and 
portions of the Fifteenth, 
Eighteenth, and Twenty-first 
wards of New York. 
VIII. The Sixteenth, and parts of 
the Ninth, Fifteenth, Eigh- 
teenth, and Twentieth wards 
of New York. 

IX. The Eighteenth, Nineteenth, 
and Twenty-first wards, lying 
east of Third Avenue, New 
York, and Blackwell's Island. 
X. Portions of Twentieth^ 
Twenty - first, Nineteenth, 
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Twelfth, and Twenty-second 
wards, New York, and Ward's 
and Randall's Islands. 
XL The Twenty -third, Twenty- 
fourth, and portions of the 
Twelfth, Twentieth, and 
Twenty-second wards of New 
York. 
XII. Westchester and Rockland. 

XIII. Orange and Sullivan. 

XIV. Ulster, Schoharie, and Greene. 
XV. Dutchess, Columbia, and Put- 
nam. 

XVI. Rensselaer and Washington. 
XVII. Albany. 
XVIII. Saratoga, Fulton, Hamilton, 
Montgomery, and Schenec- 
tady. 
XIX. Clinton, Essex, and Warren. 
XX. St. Lawrence, Franklin, and 

Lewis. 
XXL Oswego and Jefferson. 
XXII. Oneida. 

XXIII. Madison, Otsego, and Herki- 

mer. 

XXIV. Delaware, Chenango, and 

Broome. 
XXV- Onondaga and Cortland. 
XXVL Cayuga, Tompkins, Seneca, 
and Tioga. 
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XXVI I. Chemung, Steuben, Allegany. 
XXVIII. Wayne, Ontario, Schuyler, and 
Yates. 
XXIX. Monroe and Orleans. 
XXX. Wyoming, Genesee, Living- 
ston, and Niagara. 
XXXI. Erie. 
XXXII. Cattaraugus and Chautau^ 
qua. 



THE ASSEMBLY. 

Allegany, Broome, Chemung, Chenan- 
go, Clinton, Columbia, Cortland, Dela- 
ware, Essex, Franklin, Fulton and Ham- 
ilton, Genesee, Greene, Herkimer, Lewis, 
Livingston, Madison, Montgomery, On- 
tario, Orleans, Putnam, Richmond, Rock- 
land, Schenectady, Schoharie, Schuyler, 
Seneca, Suffolk, Sullivan, Tioga, Tomp- 
kins, Warren, Wyoming, Yates, have 
each one district, except Fulton and 
Hamilton which are united in one dis- 
trict. 

Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, 
Dutchess, Jefferson, Niagara, Orange, 
Oswego, Otsego, Queens, Saratoga, Steu- 
ben, Wayne, Washington have each 
two districts. 
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Monroe, Oneida, Onondaga, Rens- 
selaer, St. Lawrence, Ulster, and West- 
chester have each three districts. 

Albany has four districts. 

Erie has five districts. 

Kings has twelve districts. 

New York has twenty-four districts, or 
nearly one-fifth of the entire Assembly. 

In all, there are one hundred and twenty- 
eight assembly districts, each electing one 
member of the assembly. 

Q. What must be done in those counties 
that are entitled to two or more members ? 

A. The *' boards of supervisors" of such 
counties, except the city and county of New 
York, must divide their respective counties 
into Assembly districts ; the number of dis- 
tricts being equal to the number of mem- 
bers heretofore apportioned by the Legis- 
lature to these several counties ; the terri- 
tory must be contiguous, and no town can 
be divided in the formation of districts. 

Q. By whom is the city and county of 
New York divided into districts ? 

A. By the " board of aldermen '* ; they 
meet for that purpose at such time as the 
Legislature shall designate. 

ELIGIBILITY. 

Q. Who are eligible to the Legislature ? 



State, 47 

A. The requirements are these. 

I. The candidate must be twenty-one 
years of age. 
II. He must not at the time of election, 
nor within one-hundred days previous 
thereto, have been a member of con- 
gress, a civil or military officer under 
the United States, or any officer un- 
der any city government. ^ 
HI. Should any person after his election 
to the Legislature be elected or ap- 
pointed to any of the offices just 
named, his acceptance thereof will 
vacate his seat in the Legislature. 

DUTIES. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
members of the assembly } 
I. To take the oath of office. 
Art. XII., Sec. I Const. 
II. To organize by electing their presid- 
ing officer, who is called the speaker ; 
and who must be one of their number. 
HI. To elect also the other officers, viz : 
a Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Door- 
Keeper, and two assistant Door- 
Keepers \ persons not members of 
their body. 
IV. To have co-ordinate jurisdiction with 
the Senate in the enactment of laws. 
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V. To prefer charg^es against officers for mis- 
conduct in office ; which is called im- 
peachment. 

^ ORGANIZATION. 

Q. Who calls the Assembly to order for 
the* purpose of organization ? 

A. The Clerk of the last Assembly. 

Q. Who furnishes the Clerk with aa 
official list of the members elect ? 

A. The Secretary of State. 

Q. By whom is the oath of office admin- 
istered ? 

A Usually by the Secretary of State.. 
The oath may, however, be taken previously^ 
before any Justice of the Supreme Court, 
Attorney-General, the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, any Judge of a County Court, the 
Mayor or Recorder of any city, or the Clerk 
of any county or Court of Record. The 
oath whenever taken must be duly sub- 
scribed, certified, and filed in the office of 
the Secretary of State. Members who are 
absent at the organization, may be sworn 
by the Speaker, if they have not previously 
taken the oath. 

Q. By whom are the other officers ap- 
pointed } 

A. By the Speaker, except those in the 
department of the Clerk ; he having power 
to appoint his own deputies. 
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THE SENATE. 

Q. Who is the presiding officer in the 
Senate ? 

A. The Lieutenant-Governor, and he is 
called the President of the Senate. 

DUTIES. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
State Senate ? 

I. To elect the remaining officers, whose 
names and duties are about the same 
as in the Assembly. 
II. To have co-ordinate jurisdiction with 
the Assembly in enacting laws. 

III. To act as a court for the trial of im- 
peachments, associated with the judges 
of the Court of Appeals, and the Presi- 
dent of the Senate. 

IV. To confirm or reject appointments 
made by the Governor. 

V. To elect a temporary president when 
the Lieutenant-Governor shall not at- 
tend as president, or shall be called to 
act as Governor, 
Q. How many members must .be present 
in each house to do business } 

A. A majority, which is called a quorum. 

BILLS. 

Q, Where may bills originate ? 
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A. Any bill may originate in either house 
of the Legislature. 

Q What is the difference between the 
Legislature of this state and Congress in 
this respect ? 

A. In Congress all bills for raising rev- 
enues must originate in the House of Rep^ 
resentatives . 

Q. What may either house do with bills 
originating in the other house ? 

A. Amend them ; but both houses must 
agree to the amendment or amendments, 
before they can become a law. 

Q. What is required in order that a bill 
may become a law } 

I. The assent of a majori y of all the 
members elected to each branch of the 
Legiskiture, together with the appro- 
val of the Governor ; 
II. Or if he disapproves of it, that it be 
returned to the house in which it origi- 
nated, with his objections ; and, after 
reconsideration, if two-thirds of all the 
members elected to that house shall 
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent 
to the other house by which it shall 
likewise be re-considered, and if two- 
thirds of all its members approve of it, 
it shall become a law notwithstanding 
the objections of the Governor. 
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III. If any bill shall not be returned by the 
Governor within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been pre- 
sented to him, it shall become a law in 
like manner as if he had signed it, un- 
less the Legislature, by adjourning, 
shall prevent its returning; in which 
case it shall not become a law without 
the signature of the Governor. 

IV. No bill shall become a law after the 
final adjournment of the Legislature, 
unless approved by the Governor with- 
in thirty days after such adjournment. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Q. What class of persons can be tried in 
the court of impeachment ? 

A. Public officers that have had charges 
preferred against them by the Assembly. 

Q. Of whom is the court of impeach- 
ment composed } 

A. Of the Senators, or a majority of 
them, the Judges of the Court of Appeals, 
or a majority of them, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor; and two- thirds of all present must 
•concur in order to convict. 

Q. When shall the Lieutenant-Governor 
not act as a member of this court i 

A. When the Governor is being tried. 
He may be presumed to be an interested 
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party, for if the Governor should be found 
guilty and be removed, the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor becomes Governor. 

Q. What penalty can be inflicted by this 
court ? 

A. Removal from office, or removal from 
office and disqualification to hold and enjoy 
any office of honor, trust or profit, under- 
this state. 

Q. Can such parties be further punished ? 

A. Yes ; they may be indicted, tried and 
punished according to law, by fine or im- 
prisonment, or both, according to the nature 
of the crime. 

VOTING. 

Q. Who are entitled to vote upon, all 
questions in the Legislature ? 

A. All the members in the Assembly 
and Senate ; and this includes the Speaker 
of the Assembly. 

Q. When is the President of the Senate 
entitled to vote } 

A. Upon questions on which the Senate 
is equally divided or tied. 

Q. Why should not the President of the 
Senate have a vote upon all questions } 

A. Because he has not been elected a 
member of that body ; but becomes its pre- 
siding officer by virtue of the constitutional 
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provision which makes the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor its president. 

KINDS OF VOTING. 

Q. Name some of the kinds of voting 
practiced. 

I. By showing hands. 
II. By Acclamation. 
III. By dividing or separating the persons 

voting into two bodies. 
IV. By Ballot. 
V. By Ayes and Noes. 
VI. By Viva Voce. 

Q. Where are the first three kinds of 
voting usually practiced t 

A. In conventions of different kinds, pri- 
mary meetings, &c. 

Q. Where is the fourth kind of voting 
practiced } 

A. Usually in the election of officers of 
different kinds. 

Q. Where is the fifth kind of voting used ? 

A. Usually in the Legislature and some 
other deliberative bodies, and in this way : 
the names of the persons entitled to vote 
are arranged alphabetically, and as the clerk 
calls the roll each member responds aye or 
nay as he wishes to vote for or against the 
bill or resolution. 
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Q. When and how is the sixth kind of 
voting used ? 

A. In the election of United States Sena- 
tors, usually the Speaker of the Assembly^ 
and a few other officers, and in this way : 
as the names of those entitled to vote are 
called, they respond by naming their can- 
didate. 

SALARY. 

Q. How are Assemblymen and Senators- 
paid ? 

I. By a salary fixed by the constitution, of 
one thousand five hundred dollars, 
II. And one dollar for every ten miles trav- 
elled in going to and returning from the 
place of meeting, once in each sessioa 
on the most usual route. 
III. Senators when covened in extraordi- 
nary session, or when serving as 
members of the Court of Impeach- 
ment, and such members of the 
Assembly, not exceeding nine in 
number, as shall be appointed mana- 
gers of an impeachment, shall receive 
ten dollars a day additional allowance. 

^ STATE. 

A tabular view of officers, showing the 
source from whence they derive their 
authority : 
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State. 
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O 

o 
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Executive ] Governor. 

Presiding Officer J Lieut. Governor. 

^ Secretary of State. 

Comptroller. 

A J . . . , . ) Treasurer. 
Administrauve<j ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

State Engineer and 
Surveyor. 

TiiHiri:.! \ Ju^g^s of the Court of 
judicial I Appeals. 



I 



o 

c 

O di 
O 

a* 
a* 



^Superintendent of Banking. 
Superintendent of Insurance. 
Canal Auditor. 
Superintendent of Prisons. 
Superintendent of Public Works. 
Notaries Public. 
State Assessors. 
Loan Commissioners. 
Canal Appraisers. 
Quarantine Commissioners. 
Trustees of State Institutions, and 
some others. 



^13* r Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
y^ I tion. 

*iS .S I Regents of the University. 
S.2> ^^ United States Senators. 
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Q. What are the first seven offices 
called ? 

A. They are called elective offices. 

Q. Why elective ? 

A. Because the officers are voted for di- 
rectly by the people. 

Q. Why are the Sec of State, Comp., 
Treasurer, &c. called administrative ? 

A. Because they assist the Governor in 
the administration and enforcement of the 
laws. 

Q What are the Superintendent of Bank- 
ing, Insurance, &c., called ? 

A. They are called appointive officers. 

Q. Why appointive ? 

A. Because these offices are filled by ap- 
pointment by the Governor subject to the 
ratification of the Senate. 

Q. What is meant by being elected in 
joint ballot } 

A. Both houses (that is Senate and As- 
sembly) vote together as one body. 

Q. How many officials in the offices just 
named ? 

A. One of each of the following, viz : 
Gov., Lieut. Gov., Sec. of State, Comp., 
Treas., Atty.Gen., State Eng. and Surveyor, 
seven Judges of the Court of Appeals, one 
each of Banking, Insurance, Canal Auditor, 
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Supt. of Prisons and Public Works. A 
large number of Notaries, two Loan Com- 
missioners for each County, three Canal 
Appraisers, one Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, nineteen Regents, and two 
United States Senators. 

TERM OF OFFICE. 

Q For how long a term are the Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor elected ? 

A. For three years each. 

Q. For how long a term are the Sec. of 
State, Comp , Treas , Atty. Gen. and State 
Eng. and Surveyor elected ? 

A. For two years each. 

Q. For how long a term are the Super- 
intendents of Banking, Insurance and Canal 
Auditor appointed ? 

A. For three years. 

Q. For how long a term is the Supt. of 
Prisons appointed ? 

A. For five years. 

Q. For how long a term is the Superin- 
tendent of Public Works appointed } 

A. As long as the term of the Governor 
appointing him lasts. 

Q. For how long a term is the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction elected ? 

A. For three years. 
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Q. For how long a term the Regents of 
the University ? 
A. For life. 

ELIGIBILITY. 

Q. What about the eligibility of these 
officers ? 

A. The Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor must be thirty years of age, and shall 
have been for the five years next preceding^ 
their election residents of the State. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Governor } 

A. He is commander-in-chief of all the 
military and naval forces of the State, has 
power to convene the Legislature (or Senate 
only) on extraordinary occasions, commun* 
icates by message to the Legislature at 
every session the condition of the State, and 
recommends such measures as he deems 
expedient, transacts all necessary business 
with the officers of the government, civil 
and military, expedites all measures resolved 
upon by the Legislature, takes care that the 
laws are faithfully executed, and has the 
power of granting reprieves, commutations 
and pardons for crimes. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Lieutenant Governor } 

A. He is President of the Senate and has 
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the casting vote therein, is a member of the 
canal board, is one of the commissioners of 
the Land Office, is one of the commission- 
ers of the Canal Fund, is one of the trus- 
tees of the Capitol, is one of the trustees of 
the Idiot Asylum, and, cx-officioy one of the 
Regents of the University, and member of 
the State Board of Charities. If the Gov- 
ernor dies, resigns, is impeached, or other- 
wise becomes unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, they devolve 
upon the Lieutenant Governor for the res- 
idue of the term. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Secretary of State ? 

A. He is the keeper of the record books 
and papers belonging to the State, receives- 
and records all pardons and other executive 
and legislative acts, election returns, etc.^ 
furnishes certified and printed copies to the 
United Stab s. State and County officers,, 
and other persons authorized to receive the 
same, supervises the printing pf the laws 
passed each year, reports annually to the 
Legislature statistics of pauperism and 
crime, and other information which it may 
call for. He is a member of the Canal 
Board, a commissioner of the Land Office^ 
a member of the Board of State Canvassers^ 
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a Regent of the University, a trustee of the 
Capitol, of the State Hall, of the Idiot 
Asylum, and of the Board of State Char- 
ities. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Comptroller ? 

A. Superintends and manages the fiscal 
concerns of the State, reports to the Legis- 
lature its annual revenues, expenditures and 
estimates, audits, examines and settles ac- 
counts due to or from the State, directs and 
superintends the collection of taxes and 
other moneys, draws warrants on the Tieas- 
urer for the payments of debts due by the 
State, negotiates temporary loans, if neces- 
tjary to meet demands against the State, 
countersigns and registers all Treasurer's 
checks and receipts. He is a member of 
the Canal Board, a commissioner of the 
Land Office and of the Canal Fund, a mem- 
ber of the Board of State Canvassers, a 
trustee of the Capitol, the State Hall and 
the Idiot Asylum, and a member of the 
State Board of Charities. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Treasurer } 

A. He has charge of all the moneys paid 
into the State Treasury, pays drafts upon the 
ivarrants of the Comptroller, the Auditor of 
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the Canal Department and Superintendent 
of the Bank. Department, and keeps the 
State's Bank account. He is commissioner 
of the Land Office, and of the Canal Fund, 
a member of the Canal Board, and Board of 
State Canvassers. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Attorney General 1 . 

A. He defends and prosecutes all suits in 
which the State is interested, receives costs 
adjudged to the State, prepares drafts of con- 
tracts, etc., for State officers, and prosecutes 
in their behalf persons violating the laws in 
regard to their departments, prosecutes 
criminals in the Oyer and Terminer when 
required. by the Governor or Justices of the 
Supreme Court. He is commissioner of 
the Land Office and of the Canal Fund, a 
member of the Canal Board, the Board of 
State Canvassers, the Board of State Char- 
ities and a trustee of the Capitol and State 
Hall. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
State Engineer and Surveyor } 

A. He prescribes the duties of, and 
assigns divisions of canals to engineers^ 
visits and inspects canals, prescribes sur- 
veys, maps, plans, estimates, etc., in the 
construction and improvement of a canal. 
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is a member of the Canal Board, of State 
Canvassers, a commissioner of the Land 
Office and a trustee of the State Hall. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Superintendent of Banking ? 

A. He has the general supervision of the 
banks of the State, and reports their condi- 
tion annually to the Legislature, issues cir- 
culating notes to banks on their depositing 
securities, holding their stocks and mort- 
gage securities, and when a bank proves in- 
solvent sells them and redeems its circula- 
tion. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Superintendent of Insurance ? 

A. He has the general supervision of all 
insurance companies transacting business 
in the State, and reports their condition 
annually to the Legislature. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Canal Auditor ? 

A. He draws warrants on the Treasurer 
for all canal payments, audits all canal 
accounts, instructs canal collectors and dis- 
bursing officers, keeps account of canal re- 
-ceipts and expenditures, etc., is ex-officio 
secretary of the Canal Board and of the 
Commissioners of the Canal Fund. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Superintendent of Prisons ? 
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A. He has general supervision of the 
prisons, appoints the keepers and other 
officers therein. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Superintendent of Public Works? 

A. He has charge of the Public Works, 
of the construction of new canals, &c , re 
ports annually to the Legislature. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction ? 

A. He has general superintendence ol 
the public schools ; inquires into their man- 
agement ; advises and directs in regard, to 
their course of instruction and discipline. 
He apportions and distributes the public 
moneys; examines the supplementary ap- 
portionment made to all the districts by the 
school commissioners and sees that to each 
district is set apart its proportionate share, 
and that the same is expended by the trus- 
tees and paid by the supervisor according 
to law. Decides all appeals involving school 
controversies that are brought before him, 
and his decision is final until reversed by a 
<:ourt having jurisdiction ; he is charged 
with the general management of teachers' 
institutes ; he makes appointments of State 
pupils to the institutions for the instruction 
•of the deaf and dumb and the blind, upon 
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the certificate of the proper local authorities^ 
and he visits and inquires into the condi- 
tion and management of these institutions ; 
is chairman of the committee of the Stale 
Normal Schools, and apportions among the 
counties the number of pupils which each 
is entitled ; has charge of the Indiar> 
schools ; he is, ex-officiOy a Regent of the 
University ; compiles the commissioners' 
abstracts of school districts in the State 
setting forth their condition and the account 
of receipts and expenses for each year ; and 
makes an annual report to the Legislature. 

Q Of what officers is the Canal Board 
composed ? 

A. The Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney 
General, State Engineer and Surveyor, and 
Canal Superintendent. 

SAI^ARIES. 

Governor |lio,ocx> 

Lieutenant Governor 5,ocx> 

Secretary of State 5,ocx> 

Comptroller 6,ocx) 

Treasurer 5,ocx> 

State Engineer and Surveyor 5,ocx> 

Superintendent of Banking S,ooo 

Superintendent of Insurance 7,oc» 

Canal Auditor 5iOOO 
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Superintendent of Prisons .... $6,ooq 
Superintendent of Public Works . , 6,000 

Canal Appraisers 5,000 

Superintendent of Public Insfruc'n, 5,000 

Q. Who are'the State Canvassers ? 

A. Secretary ot State, Comptroller, 
Treasurer, Attorney Ceneral and State 
Engineer and Surveyor. 

Q. Who are the Regents at the present 
time, January 1, 1881, and when elected f 

The Governor, ex^officios 

The Lieutenant-Governor, ex-officio^ 

The Secretary of State, ex^officio.] 

The Superintendent of Public Instruo«» 
tion, ex officio, 

856. George W. Clinton .... Buffalo* 

858. Lorenzo Burrows Albion, 

859. Robert S. Hale . . , Elizabethtown. 
861. Elias W. Leavenworth . . Syracuse. 
861. J, Carson Brevoort . . . Brooklyn. 
864. Geo. Wm. Curtis, W. New Brighton, 

870. Francis Kernan Utica. 

871. John L. Lewis . • . , . Penn Yan, 

872. Henry R. Pierson .... Albany, 

873. Martin L Townsend Troy, 

874. Anson J, Upson Auburn, 

876. Wm. L. Bostwick Ithaca. 

877. Orris H. Warren , . • , Syracuse. 
877. Chauncey M. Depew . . New York, 

1877. Charles E. Fitch . , , • Rochester, 
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1878. Whitelaw Reid New York, 

1878. Leslie W. Russell Canton 

1881. Wm. H. Watson Utica. 

1881. Henry E. Turner Lowville. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

Henry R. Pierson, Chancellor. 
George W. Clinton, Vice-Chancellor. 
David Murray, Secretary. 
Daniel J. Pratt, Assistant Secretary. 
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A tabular view of the judiciary of the 
State, commencing with the lowest courts 
and showing them in their regular order, 
leaving out such as are established for par- 
ticular localities. 

I. Justice Court. 



HI. Supreme 



1. Circuit. 

2. Oyer and Terminer 
3 Special Term. 

^ 4. General Term. 



IV. Court of Appeals. 

JUSTICE COURT. 

Q. What is the lowest court in the State ? 
A. A Justice's Court, held in each town 
by one of the justices of the Peace. 
Q. What jurisdiction has this^ court ? 

67 
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A. Original ; that is, suits can be com* 
menced in it, and tried in it. 

Q. In a civil action how large a judg- 
ment can be obtained ? 

A. Not to exceed two hundred dollars. 

Q. Can criminal suits be tried in a Jus- 
tice Court ? 

A. Some can be tried in it \ but usually 
the parties give bail for their appearance at 
a higher court to await the action of the 
Grand Jury. 

COUNTY COURT. 

Q. What is the next higher court } 

A. The County Court. 

Q. What are the divisions of the County 
Court ? 

A. County Court and Court of Sessions. 

> Q. For what causes are each designed i 

\ A. The County Court is for the trial of 

Civil causes, the Sessions for the trial of 

criminal causes, but not of the higher 

crimes. 

Q. What jurisdiction has the County 
Court ? 

A. Original and Appellate, that is a suit 
may be commenced in it, or it may be ap- 
pealed from a lower court. 

Q. What jurisdiction has the Court of 
Sessions ? 
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A. Original ; no person can be tried in 
it, who is charged with a crime until he is 
indicted by a Grand Jury. 

Q. Who presides in the County Court ? 

A. The County Judge 

Q. Who presides in the Court of Ses- 
sions ? 

A. The County Judge and the two Jus- 
tices of Sessions 

Q. Can both of the Courts be held dur- 
ing the same term ? 

A. They can ; as soon as a cause has 
been tried in one court the Judge may 
change to the other, and should it be the 
Sessions, the Justices of Sessions must be 
on the bench with the Judge ; should it be 
the County Court, he alone is the court. 

Q. What jury decides causes tried either 
in the Sessions or County Court ? 

A. The Petit Jury, consisting of twelve 
men. 

SUPREME COURT. 

Q. What is the next higher court ? 

A. The Supreme Court. 

Q. What are its divisions } 

A. The Circuit, Oyer and Terminer, 
Special Term and General Term. 

Q. For judicial convenience, the State 
has been divided into districts, and how 
many? 
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A, Into eight judicial districts, num- 
bered from one to eight, inclusive. 

Q. What are the officers called in this 
court ? 

A. Justices of the Supreme Court. 

Q. How many are elected in each dis- 
trict ? 

A. Five each in the first and second dis- 
tricts, and four each in ttie other six. 

Q. How many Supreme Court Justices 
in theState ? 

A. Thirty-four. 

Q. For how long a term are these Jus- 
tices elected ? 

A. For fourteen years. Salary, $6,000, 
and an annual allowance for expenses. 

Q. What constitutional provision in re- 
gard to elegibility ? 

A. They cannot hold the office longer 
than the last day of December next after 
they shall be seventy years of age. 

Q. What are some of their duties ? 

A. To preside and try causes in the Cir- 
cuit, Oyer and Terminer, and also hear ap- 
peals in the Special Teem, and when ap- 
Eointed Judges of the General Term to 
ear and decide appeals there. . 

SPECIAL TERM. 

Q. What is a Special Term ? 

A. A court held by one of the Supreme 
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Court Judges in the district simply for hear- 
ing and deciding motions and appeals. 

GENERAL TERM. 

Q. What is a General Term Court ; and 
how many are there in the State ? 

A. It is a court for hearing appeals, and 
consists of a single district, or a union of 
several districts ; and there are four in the 
State, organized by an- act of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Q. What is the territory embraced in the 
jurisdiction of a General Term called ? 

A. It is usually called a Department, and 
numbered First, Second, Third and Fourth. 

The following table will give a view of 
Departments, Districts and Counties in the 
State : 



I, Dep. con- 
sists of 



II. Dep. con- | 
sists of ( 



^ ^. j City and Co. 
1. Uist. I Qf j^^ York. 



^Richmond, 

Kings, 

Queens, 

Suffolk, 

Westchester, 

Putnam, 

Dutchess, . 

Orange affd 
I Rockland 
i^ Counties. 



II. Dist.-< 



III. Dep. con-^ 
sists of ^ 



^Columbia, 
Rensselaer, 

Sullivan, 

Greene and 

Schoharie 

Counties. 



V. 



^ Warren, 
Saratoga, 
St. Lawr'nce^ 
Washington, 
Essex, 

IV. Dist. <; ^I'^tJjJ"' 

Montgomery, 
Hamilton, 
Fulton and 
Schenectady 
Counties. 



( VI. Dist,< 
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Otsego, 
Delaware, 
Madison, 
Chenango, 
Tompkins, 
Broome, 
Chemung, 
Schuyler, 
Tioga and 
Cortland 
^Counties. 
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IV. Dep. con 
sists of ^ 



''Onondaga, 
Jefferson, 
Oneida. 
V. Dist. ^ Oswego, 
Herkimer 
and Lewis 
Counties. 



^Livingston, 

Ontario, 

Wayne, 

Yates, 

Steuben, 

Seneca, 

Cayuga and 

Monroe 
^Counties. 



vn. Dist. < 



^Erie, 

Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus, 
[ Orleans, 
l,VIII. Dist. <( Niagara, 

Genesee, 
Allegany 
and Wyom'g 
Counties, 
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Q. How many counties in each of the 
districts ? 

A. One county in the First, nine in the 
Second, seven in the Third, eleven in the 
Fourth, six in the Fifth, ten in the Sixth, 
eight in the Seventh, eight in the Eighth 
district. 

Q. How many counties in each of the 
departments ? 

A. One in the First, nine in the Second, 
twenty-eight in the Third, and twenty-two 
in the Fourth. 

Q. How many Justices constitute the 
General Term Court, or the court held in 
and for the department ? 

A. Three in each Department. 

Q. Where do these Justices come from? 

A. They are appointed by the Governor 
from the Supreme Court Justices that have 
been previously elected by the people. 

Q. Must these Justices be taken from 
their respective departments ? 

A. Not necessarily; they may be trans- 
ferred from another department ; as for in- 
stance, a Justice from Buflfalo'in the Fourth 
Department has been transferred to the 
First Department. 

Q. Hew maAiy Supreme Court Justices 
are elected in the territory known as the 
First Department ? 



ltcondDep«< „ JaMi' 



3 ib« 



''"^^ Ucc»«ofAP^ 
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Term ; from Special Term to General 
Term ; from General Term to Court of 
Appeals. 

Q. What may these Courts do ? 

A. They may affirm decisions made by 
lower courts, or reverse decisions, or grant 
new trials. The salary of the Chief Judge 
of the Court of Appeals is $7,500; of his 
Associates, $7,000. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

Q. In what court must a person charged 
with the crime of murder be tried ? 

• A. In the Oyer and Terminer, or in some 
court having the same jurisdiction. 

Q. What privilege has the prisoner if 
convicted? 

A. He has the right to appeal to the 
Justice holding a special term, asking fqr 
« new trial. 

Q. Should this Justice refuse to grant it, 
what further can he do } 

A. Appeal to the General Term. 

Q. It the General Term refuse, what 
then } 

A. It can be taken to the Court of Ap- 
peals. 

Q. If the Court of Appeals refuse to 
grant a new trial, what then ? 

A. The decision of the Oyer and Ter- 
miner must be carried out unless the Gov- 
ernor interferes. 
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Q. In case the penalty is death and. the 
day for execution has passed, what then ? 

A. The prisoner must be re-sentenced 
by the judge that presided at the trial. 

Q. In case either of the Appellate Courts 
grants a new trial, what is to be done ? 

A. The cause will be tried in the same 
court, or, in one having the same jurisdic- 
tion, but before a different jury. 

Q. How are civil causes managed on 
appeal ? 

A. In the same way, only that the court 
may affirm or reverse decisions as well as 
grant new trials. 



A feiv Comparison§ between the State 
and National OoTernments. 



Q. Name one similarity between the 
State and National governments ? 

A. Each has three divisions, the Legis- 
lative, Executive and Judiciary. 

Q. Name a similarity in the Legislative 
department ? 

A. Each has two branches. In the State 
they are called Assembly and Senate ; in 
the National government they are called 
House of Representatives and Senate. The 
Assembly and House of Representatives 
each elect their own speaker ; the State 
Senate is presided over by the Lieutenant 
Governor. The National Senate is presided 
over by the Vice-President. 

Q. What is the number of members in 
each at the present time ^ 

A. In the Assembly there are one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives two hundred and ninety-three, 
in the State Senate thirty-two, in the Na- 
tional Senate seventy-six. 

78 
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Q. How dp their terms of office com- 
pare ? 

A. The members of the Assembly are 
elected for one year, of the. House of Repre- 
sentatives for two years, of the State Senate 
for two years, of the National Senate for six 
years. 

JUDICIARY. 

Q. In what respect are the State Courts 
and National Courts similar ? 

A. Each has a Supreme and Circuit 
court. 

Q. What are the names applied to United 
States Courts } 

A. The Constitution of the United States 
calls them Inferior Courts, and one Supreme 
Court. 

A TABULAR VIEW OF UNITED STATES 

COURTS. 

T T r • i I- District Courts. 
I. Inferior j ^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

II. Supreme. 

Q. How many District Courts are there 
at present .^ 

A. Sixty-five ; fifty-six of them being in 
the States, and nine of them in the Terri- 
tories. 

Q. What is the largest number of districts 
into which any State is divided ? 
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A. Three ; Alabama, New York and Ten- 
nessee have three districts each ; Ark., Fla , 
III, Mich., Miss., Mo., N. C , Ohio, Penn.^ 
Texas, Va. and Wis. have two districts each, 
and the remaining States and Territories 
one each. 

Q What officers in the District Court } 

A. One District Judge, a District Attor- 
ney, Assistant District Attorneys, a Mar- 
shal, a Clerk, and a large number of Deputy 
Marshals ; and also Registers in Bank- 
ruptcy. 

Q. What jurisdiction has a District 
Court } 

A. Original jurisdiction. 

Q. What are the salaries of the District 
Judges } 

A. Four thousand dollars each. 

Q. What does the territory of several 
districts constitute 1 

A. A Circuit. 

Q. How many Circuits are there 1 

A. Nine, each presided over by a Circuit 
Judge ; and their names are as follows : 

1. Circuit consisting of Maine, N. H., 
Mass., R. I. John Sowell, Judge. 

2. Circuit consisting of Conn , Vt. and 
N. Y. Samuel J. Blatchford, Judge. 

3. Circuit consisting of Penn., N. J. and 
Del. Wm. McKennan, Judge. 
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4. Circuit consisting of N. C, S. C, Md. 
and Va Hugh L. Bond, Judge. 

5. Circuit consisting of Miss., La., Ala., 
Fla., Ga. and Texas. William B. Woods, 
Judge. 

6. Circuit consisting of Ohio, Mich., Ky., 
Tenn. and W. Va. John Baxter, Judge. 

7. Circuit consisting of Ind., 111. and 
Wis. Thomas Drummond, Jud^e. 

8. Circuit consisting of Minn., Iowa,Mo,. 
Ark., Kan. and Nebraska. George W, 
McCrary, Judge. 

9. Circuit consisting of Cal., Oregon, 
Nevada and Colorado. Lorenzo Sawyer, 
Judge. 

Q. What jurisdiction has the Circuit 
Court ? 
A. Original. Salary ofthe Judges, $6,000. 



SUPREME COURT. 

Q. What territory is embraced in the 
jurisdiQtion ofthe Supreme Court? 

A. The whole of the United States. 

Q. How many judges constitute the 
Supreme Court ? 

A. Nine; corresponding with the number 
of the Circuits, 

Q. What are the names of the Supreme 
Court Judges. 
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CHIEF JUSTICE. 

Morrison R. Waite appointed 1874 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICES. 

Nathan Clifford appointed 1858 

Noah H. Swayne " 1862 

John M. Harlan .' " 1877 

Samuel F. Miller. ........ '' • 1862 

Stephen J. Field. " 1863 

Wiliam Strong " 1870 

Joseph P. Bradley " 1870 

Ward Hunt " 1872 

Q. When does the Supreme Court meet ? 

A. The first Monday in December, at 
Washington. 

Q. What is its jurisdiction ? 

A. Principally Appellate ; it has Original 
jurisdiction in a few cases, as mentioned in 
Constitution. 

Q. By whom are all these judges ap- 
pointed ? 

A. By the President and Senate. 

Q. What is the salary of the Supreme 
Court Judges } • 

A. The Chief Justice receives ten thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. Associates rcr 
ceive ten thousand dollars. 

Q. For how long a term are all these 
judges appointed ?. 

A. They holdi thie office for life, or during 
good behavior, or until they resign. 
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election of a President and Tice* 
President of the United States. 

Q. Under how many heads may this 
topic be treated ? 

A. Two: the first being the manner 
pursued by the political parties for nomi- 
nating candidates; the second, the con- 
stitutional provisions for electing them. 

I. Calling of a National Con- 
vention. 
II. Calling of State Conventions. 
III. Calling of County or Assem- 
bly District Conventions. 
^ IV. Calling of Town Caucuses. 
Q. By whom is the National Conven- 
tion called ? 

A. By a National Committee appointed 
at the last National Convention, or the one 
held four years before. 

Q. By whom is the State Convention 
called ? 

A. By a State Committee, appointed at 
the State Convention held the year before. 
Q. By whom is the County or Assem- 
bly District Convention called ? 

A. By a County or District Committee^ 
appointed at a previous convention. 
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Q. By whom is a Town Caucus called ? 

A. By a Town Committee, appointed 
at a previous meeting. 

Q. Which meeting is held first ? 

A. The Town Caucus, and delegates 
are elected at this meeting to attend a 
County or Assembly District Convention. 

Q. Which Convention is held next ? 

A. The County or Assembly District 
Convention, which elects delegates to at- 
tend the State Convention. 

Q. Which Convention is held next ? 

A. The State Convention, which elects 
delegates to attend the National Conven- 
tion. 

Q. What Convention is held next ? 

A. The National Convention. The del- 
legates then and there assembled nominate 
•candidates' for the offices of President and 
Vice-President; and adopt their political 
platform. 

Q. When do these conventions just 
named take place ? 

A. Once in four years, in the months 
•of April, May and June, preceding the 
presidential election. 
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13 f I. State Convention for nomi- 
nating the Electors for 
President and Vice-Pres- 
ident. 
II. Voting for these Electors at 
the annual election. 

Q. When does the State Convention for 
nominating the Electors meet ? 

A. At a time when it is convenient to 
nominate State officers: for instance, Au- 
gust or September. 

Q. To how many Electors is each State 
entitled ? 

-A. As many as it has Representatives 
and Senators. For instance, New York 
has thirty -three Representatives in the 
House, and two Senators; therefore New 
York is entitled to thirty-five electoral 
votes. Colorado has one Representative, 
and two Senators, and is entitled to three 
electoral votes. 

Q. How are these Electors distributed 
aboiit the State ? 

/-. One Elector is elected for each Con- 
gre<?sional District; the two others are 
called Electors at Large, and are selected 
from any part of the State. 

Q. What must each political party do- 
that it may get its candidates before the 
people ? 
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A. It must have its conventions and 
jiominate the, required number of Electors* 

Q. What are these Electors intended 
to represent ? 

A. The views of the party nominating 
them. 

Q. How frequently, and when is a 
Presidential election held ? 

A. Once in four years, on the Tuesday 
following the first Monday in November, 
throughout all the States. 

Q. What must each voter do, in the 
State of New York, that he may cast a 
ballot for'President and Vice-President? 

A. He must hand to the inspectors of 
election a ballot upon which is printed the 
names of the thirty-five Electors. 

Q. By whom are these votes to be can-» 
vassed (or counted) ? 

A. By the same officers that canvass 
other votes. In New York State the in- 
spectors of election canvass for their re- 
spective election districts, and certify the 
same to the Board of County Canvassers ; 
the County Canvassers canvass for coun- 
ties, and certify to the State Canvassers; 
the State Canvassers canvass for the State; 
and the Executive authority of each State 
causes three lists of the Electors of such 
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State to be made and certified and deliv- 
ered to the said Electors; on or before the 
first Wednesda)>^ in December. 

MEETING OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. 

Q. What must the Electors that have 
been declared elected then do ? 

A. I. They must meet on the first 
Wednesday in December succeeding their 
election, at such place in each State as the 
Legislature thereof shall designate (usually 
the capital), and vote for President and 
Vice-President, one of whom shall not be 
an inhabitant of the same State with them- 
selves. 

II. The Electors must make and sign 
three certificates of all the votes by them 
given for President and Vice-President, 
annexing to each a certificate of the Elect- 
ors furnished by the authority of the Ex- 
ecutive. 

III. These certificates must be sealed, 
certifying, on the outside of each, that 
there is contained therein a list of the votes 
of such State for President and Vice-Pres- 
ident. 

IV. A person duly appointed by the 
Electors, or a majority of them, must take 
charge of and deliver one of these certifi- 
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cates to the President of the Senate, at 
the seat of government. 

V. The second certificate must be for- 
warded through the mails to the President 
of the Senate, at the seat of government. 

VI. The third certificate must be deliv- 
ered to the Judge of the District Court in 
which the electors assemble. 

OPENING AND COUNTING THE ELECT- 
ORAL VOTES. 

Q. When and by whom must these cer- 
tificates be opened ? 

A. On the second Wednesday in Feb- 
ruary the President of the Senate, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives, must open these certificates, 
and the votes must then be counted. The 
person having the greatest number of 
votes, if that number be a majority, shall 
be the President ; and the person having 
the greatest number of votes for Vice- 
President, if that number be a majority, 
shall be the Vice-President. 

Q. Who must count the votes ? 

A. Tellers appointed for that purpose 
by the House and Senate. 

Q. In case neither candidate for the 
presidency has a majority of all the elec* 
toral votes cast, what must be done ? 
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A. The election goes to the House of 
Representatives. 

ELECTION BY THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 

SENTATIVES. 

Q. How does this election take place? 

A. I. Two-thirds of the States must be 
represented to constitute a quorum. 

n. The candidates must be those al- 
ready voted for, and must be confined to 
those receiving the highest number, not 
exceeding three. 

in. Each State is entitled to only one 
vote : and it will be cast according to the 
wishes of a majority of the members irt 
the House from that State. If, for in- 
stance, a State has fifteen members, eight 
belonging to one party and seven to an- 
other ; the eight, being a majority, will, if 
agreed, cast the one vote, the minority 
having no voice in the election. Should 
there be an even number of members 
from any State, and should they be equally 
divided between two candidates, there 
might be one-half of a vote for each can- 
didate. 

Q. In ca3e of a failure on the part of 
the House of Representatives to elect a 
President before the fourth of March, 
what then ? 
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A. The Vice-President must act as 
President. 

ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENT BY THE 

SENATE. 

Q. Can the Senate ever elect a Vice- 
President ? 

A. Yes, when the people have failed to 
elect a Vice-President, then the Senate 
must elect. 

Q. How is this done ? 

A. I. Two-thirds of all the Senators- 
constitute a quorum. 

II. The Senate must vote for the two- 
persons who received the highest number 
of votes for Vice-President. 

III. A majority of all the members^ 
elected to the Senate is necessary to a 
choice. 

IV. Should there be a tie in the Senate,, 
the Vice-President may give the casting: 
vote. 

V. Should the Vice-President have suc- 
ceeded to the presidency, or have vacated^ 
his office, and the President pro tern, (a 
Senator), preside, in that case there might 
be a tie, and no election reached. 
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THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 

Q. What are the provisions for filling 
temporarily the office of President, when 
vacant ? 

A. I. In case of the removal, death, 
resignation, or inability, of both the Presi- 
<ient and Vice-President of the United 
States, the President of the Senate pro 
Jem., and in case there be no President of 
the Senate, then the Speaker of the House 
•of Representatives shall act as President 
of the United States for the time, until the 
•disability be removed, or a President be 
'elected. 

II. In case of a vacancy in both the 
offices for President and Vice-President, 
the Secretary of State of the United 
.States, shall notify the Governors of all 
the States, and cause the same to be 
printed in at least one newspaper in each 
State, ordering an election for electors of 
President and Vice-President: provided 
there shall be a space of two months be- 
tween the ordering of the same and the 
<irst Wednesday in December following. 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 

I. The term "Electoral College" means 
Ihe presidential Electors when assembled 
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as a body to cast the vote for President 
and Vice-President. 

II. Each State may provide by law for 
the filling of any vacancy which may exist 
in its college of electors, when such college 
meets to cast its electoral vote. 

ELIGIBILITY. 

I. No person shall hold the office, either 
of President or Vice-President, except na- 
tive born citizens, or those who were ia 
this country at the time of the adoption of 
the Constitution, 

II. The candidate must have been a 
resident of the United States for fourteea 
years. 

III. He must be at the time of his elec* 
tion thirty-five years of age. 

DUTIES. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
President ? 

A. I. He is Commander in Chief of the 
Army and Navy of the United States. 

II. And of the Militia of the several 
States when called into the actual service 
of the United States. 

III. He has power to grant reprieves 
and pardons for offences against the 
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United States, except in cases of impeach- 
ment. 

IV. He has power to make treaties 
•when two-thirds of the Senate present 
concur. 

V. He nominates, and, by and with the 
•consent of the Senate of the United States, 
•appoints Ambassadors, Public Ministers, 
Consuls, Judges of the United States 
Courts, and all other United States officers 
not otherwise provided for. 

VI. He may fill all vacancies that hap- 
pen during recess of the Senate, by grant- 
ing commissions that expire at the close 
of the next session. 

VII. He must from time to time give 
to Congress information in regard to the 
condition of affairs in the United States^ 
and recommend such measures as he 
deems expedient. For further duties, see 
Constitution of the United States, Art. 11. 

• 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 

I. The Vice-President is President of 
the United States Senate, and has a vote 
only in case of a tie. 

II. In case he succeeds to the presi- 
dency, then he performs the duties of the 
President, and tfie President pro tern, (a 
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Senator) performs the duties of Vice-Pres- 
ident and Senator. 

SALARIES.* 

The President receives $50,000. 
The Vice-President receives $8,000. 

A tabular view showing how some 

United States officers get their authority, 

and from whom. 

T T71 ^ ( I. President 

I. Electors \ ^ \r d -j i. 

( 2. Vice-President. 
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Members of the ( President some- 
^ House of Rep's. \ times, t 

i 1 1 d U. S. Senators \ ^^ ''^f^^^\ 
^(55 £?2 1 C sometimes.} 



* The President's salary cannot be increased or di- 
minished during his term of office. 

t In 1801, and 1825. Who? 

i Richard M. Johnson was elected Vice-President by 
the Senate in 1837. This is, thus far, the only instance. 
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1. Sec. of State. 

2. Sec. of Treasury. 

3. Sec. of War. 

4. Sec. of Navy. 

5. Sec. of Interior. 

6. Postmaster Gen» 
^ 7. Attorney Gen. 

Governors of territories. 

Ambassadors. 

Ministers to foreign countries. 

Consuls. 

Judges of the U. S. Supreme Court 

Judges of the U. S. Circuit Courts. 

Judges of the District Courts. 

Postmasters. 

^ And many other officers, 
O. What class of officers in the State 
performs nearly the same duties as the 
Cabinet officers in the Nation ? 

A. Those classed as "Administrative," 
on page 55; in the State th^y are elected 
by the people ; in the Nation they are ap- 
pointed by the President 

DUTIES. 

Q. What are some of the duties of the 
Cabinet officers ? 

A. I. The Secretary of State, at 

the head of the State Department, pre* 



President and Vice-President, 97 

serves the public archives, records, laws, 
arguments and treaties, and supervises 
their publication ; conducts all business 
and correspondence arising out of foreign 
relations, makes out and records passports, 
commissions, etc. 

II. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, at the head of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, receives and has charge of all mon- 
eys paid into the United States Treasury, 
has general supervision of the fiscal trans- 
actions of the Government, the collection 
of revenue, the auditing and payment of 
accounts and other disbursements ; super- 
vises the execution of the laws relating to 
Commerce and Navigation, the Revenues 
and Currency, the Coast Survey, the Mint 
and Coinage, the Lighthouse Establish- 
ments, Custom Houses, etc. 

III. The Secretary of War, at the 

War Department, has charge of business 
growing out of military affairs, keeps the 
records of the army, issues commissions, 
directs the government of troops, superin- 
tends their payment, stores, clothing, arms, 
equipments and ordnance, constructs forti- 
fications and conducts works of military 
engineering, river and harbor improve- 
ments. 
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IV. The Secretary of the Navy, 

at the head of the Navy Department, has 
charge of the Naval establishments and aH 
business connected therewith, issues Naval 
commissions, instructions and orders, su- 
pervises the enlistment and discharge of 
seamen, the construction of Navy Yards 
and Docks, the construction and equip- 
ment of vessels. Coast Surveys, etc. 

V. The Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, at the head of the Department of 
the Interior, has charge of the survey, 
management, sales and grants of Public 
Lands, the examination of Pension and 
Bounty Land claims, the management of 
Indian affairs, the award of Patents, the 
distribution of Seeds and Plants, the tak- 
ing of Censuses, the management of Gov- 
ernment mines, etc. The Bureau of Edu- 
cation is a branch of this department. 

VI. The Postmaster General, at 

the head of the Post-office Department, 
has charge of the Postal System, the es- 
tablishment and discontinuance of Post- 
offices, the appointment of Agents, the 
contracts for carrying the mails, etc. 
VIL The Attorney General, at 

the head of the Department of Justice, is 
the legal adviser of the President and 
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members of the Cabinet^ examines titles, 
applications for pardons and judicial and 
legal appointments, conducts and argues 
suits in which the Government is concern- 
ed, etc. 

Q. Name the present Cabinet officers. 

EMBASSADORS, MINISTERS AND CONSULS. 

Q. What is an Ambassador ? 

A. An Ambassador is a minister of 
the highest rank, appointed to represent 
the interests of a country at the court, or 
seat of government of some other country. 

Q. What is a Minister Plenipotentiary ? 

A. A Minister Plenipotentiary is an 
Ambassador or Envoy, invested with full 
powers to negotiate a treaty, or do some 
other special business, without being a 
permanent resident of such country. Un- 
der such circumstances,- he is called Am- 
bassador extraordinary, 

Q. What is a Consul ? 

A. A person commissioned to reside in 
a foreign country as an agent or represent- 
ative of a government, to protect the 
rights, commerce, merchants and seamen 
of the country, and to aid in commercial, 
and sometimes in ciiplomatic transactions, 
with such foreign country; he is some* 
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times called Ambassador or Minister ordi^ 
nary, 

SALARIES. 

Q. What are the salaries of the Cabinet 
officers ? 

A. Each member receives eight thou- 
sand dollars a year. 

O. What are the salaries of Senators^ 
and Representatives in Congress ? 

A. Each receives an annual salary of 
five thousand dollars a year, aqd an allow- 
ance of twenty cents per mile for travel in 
going to and returning from Washington.*; 

Q. Name a few of the highest salaries 
paid Ambassadors, Ministers and Consuls. 

To London, 
•' Berit !^$i;.Sooeach.. 
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St Petersburgh, 



To Vienna, 

" Madrid, 

" Pekin, 

" Rome, 

" Yeddo, 

^ Mexico, 

** Rio Janerio, ^ 
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ThB TJNANmoUB DbOLABATION op TEB THIBTEBSr 

TJnitbd States of Aiobiga. 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes neces- 
sary for one people to dissolve the i)olitical bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume, among 
the powexs of Qie earth, the separate and equal station to 
which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitles them, 
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
fhey should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain imalienable rights, that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed; that 
Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish 
% and to institute new government; laying its foundation 
to BQCh principles, and organizing its powen in such form 
il to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
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happiness. Prudence,, indeed, will dictate, that govern- 
ments long established should not be changed for light 
and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to provide new guards 
for their future security. Such has been the patient suf- 
ferance of these colonies, and such is now the necessitjr 
which constrains them to alter their former systems of gov- 
emment. The history of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny 
over these States.' To prove this, let facts be submitted to 
a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immedi- 
ate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his assent should be obtained ; and when SQ 
suspended he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people would re- 
linquish the right of representation in the legislature, a 
right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unus- 
ual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of 
their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing then 
into compliance with his. measures. 
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He has dissolyed representatiye houses repeatedly, for 
opposiDg witii manly firmness his inyasions on the rights 
of the people. 

He has re:fused for a long time, after such dissolutions, 
to cause others to be elected ; whereby the legislative pow- 
ers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people 
at large for their exercise; the State remaining, in the 
meantime, exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 
without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these 
States; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturaliza- 
tion of foreigners ; refusing to pass others to encourage their 
Diigrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appro- 
priations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice by 
refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary 
powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 
their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent 
hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out 
their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 
armies, without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of 
and superior to the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic- 
1km foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by 
our laws; ^ving his assent to their acts of pretended l^gis* 
Jf^tion: 

For qvarieriBg large bodies of aimed iroof§ among ua : 
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For protecting them, by a mock trial, from ptsnkhnieiit 
for any murders which they should commit on the inhaU* 
tants of these States : 
For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 
For imposing taxes on us without our consent : 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial 
by jury : 

For' transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretend* 
ed offences : 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 
neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to rendsx 
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing 
the same absolute rule into these colonies : 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valu- 
able laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our 
governments : 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring them- 
selves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 
of his protection, and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and 
tyranny, already begun, with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy, scarcely parallelled in the most barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 
' He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captlre on 
the high seas, to bear arms^ againdt their country, to bo* 
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come the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to 
iajl themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers 
the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of war- 
fare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and 
conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms; our repeated peti- 
tions have been answered only by repeated injury. A 
prince whose character is thys marked by every act which 
may define a tyrant, is imfit to be the ruler of a free peo- 
ple. 

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time, of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrant- 
able jurisdiction over us. We have remiDded them of the 
•circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We 
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the ties of our common kin- 
-dred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevita- 
bly interrupt our connections and correspondence. They 
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consang- 
uinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity 
which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we 
bold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States 
•of America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to 
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the name, and by authority of the good 
people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare. 
That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be^ 
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>VwaodlfMbp|Mfi(2m<iSiMfli/ tliat tliej are abaoltad frutt 
ftU all^anoe to the British crown, and that an political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, 
and ought to be, totally diflsolyed; and that asyVw and k^ 
dependent States, they haye full power to lery war, conclude 
peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all 
other acts and things which independent States may of right 
do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine ProTidence, we mutu- 
ally pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor. 

JOHN HANCX)OE, and 64 other signenk 
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THE OOIS'STITUTION 

OF THE 

•yNITJED PtATE3 Of ^MERICA. 



Preamble. 

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution 
for the United States of America. 

ARTICLE I.— Legislative. 

Section 1. — Congress. 

1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested % 
in a congress of the United States, which shall consist of a 
senate and house of representatives. 

Section 2.— House op Representatives. 

1. EUetion, — The house of representatives shall be com- o 
posed of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several states; and the electors in each state shall 
have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most 
numerous branch of the state legislature. 
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3. Qualifications. — No person shall be a representative 
who shall not (1) have attained to the age of twenty-five 
years, and (3) been seven years a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not (3) when elected, be an inhabitant of that 
state in which he shall be chosen. 

3. Apportionment. — Representatives and direct taxes 
shall be apportioned among the several states which may 
be included within this Union, according to their respec- 
tive numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound to 
service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not tax- 
ed, three-fifths of all other persons. The actual enumera- 
tion shall be made within three years after the first meeting 
of the congress of the United States, and within every 
subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they 
shall by law direct. The number of representatives shall 
not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state 
shall have at least one representative ; and until such enu- 
meration shall be made, the state of New Hampshire shall 
be entitled to choose three ; Massachusetts eight ; Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, one ; Connecticut, five ; 
New York, six ; New Jersey, four; Pennsylvania, eight ; 
Delaware, one; Maryland, six ; Virginia, ten ; North Caro- 
lina, five ; South Carolina five ; and Georgia three. 

4 Vaeandea. — When vacancies happen in the represen- 
tation from any state, the executive authority thereof shall 
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

6. Officers, — ^The house of representatives shall choose 
their speaker and other ofllcers, and shall have the sole 
power of impeachment. 

Section 8.— Senate. 
1. JTZtf^^n.— The senate of the United States shall be 
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composed of two senators from each state, chosen by the 
legislature thereof , for six years; and each senator shall 
have one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse- 
quence of the first election, they shall be divided as equally 
as may be into three classes. The seats of the senators of 
the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the sec- 
ond year, of the second class at the expiration of the fourth 
year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth 
year, so that one-third may be chosen every second year; 
and if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, dur- 
ing the recess of the legislature of any state, the executive 
thereof may make temporaiy appointments until the next 
meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill such 
vacancies. 

3. QuMJications. — No person shall be a senator who shall 
not have (1) attained the age of thirty years, and (2) been 
nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not (3), when elected, be an inhabitant of that state for 
which he shall be chosen. 

4. Officers. — The vice-president of the United States shall 
be president of the senate, but shall have no vote unless 
they be equally divided. 

5. The senate shall choose their other officers, and also 
a president pro tempore in the absence of the vice-president, 
or when he shall exercise the office of president of the 
United States. 

6. ImpeacJimenU.^The senate shall have the sole power 
to tzy all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, 
they shall be on oath or affimation. When the president 
of Uie United States is tried, the chief justice shall preside; 
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and DO person shall be convicted without the concurrency 
of two-thirds of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachments shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under 
the United States; but the party convicted shall, neverthe^ 
less, be jiable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment 
and punishment, according to law. 

Section 4.— Elections and Meetings. 

1. Elections, — The times, places and manner of holding 
elections for senators and representatives shall be pre- 
scribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the con- 
gress may at any time by law make or alter such regula- 
tions, except as to the place of choosing senators. 

2. Meetings* — The congress shall assemble at least once 
in every year; and such meeting shall be on the first Mon- 
day in December, unless they shall by law appoint a dif- 
ferent day. 

Section 5.— Organization. 

1. Quorum.— "Esich house shall be the judge of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of its own members, and 
a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 
may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties as each 
house may provide. 

2. Rules. — ^Each house may determine the rule of its pro- 
ceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

3. Journal.— "EeLch house shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, and from time to time publish the same, except-. 
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ing such parts as may, in their judgment, require secrecy; 
ftnd the yeas and nays of the members of either house on 
ftny question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those pres- 
ent, be entered on the journal. 

4. Adjournment—l^eliheT house, during the session of 
congress, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that 
in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

Section 6. — Members as'Indiyiduals. 

1. Pay and Privileges, — The senators and representatives 
shall receive a compensation for their services, to be ascer- 
tained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States. They shall, in all cases except treason, felony and 
breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their 
attendance at the session of their respective houses, and in 
going to and returning from the same; and for any speech 
or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in 
any other place. 

2. Prohibitions. — No senator or representative shall, dur- 
ing the time for which he was elected, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of the United States, which 
shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall 
have b^en increased, during such time; and no person 
holding any office under the United States shall be a mem- 
ber of either house during his continuance in office. 

Section 7. — Revenue; The Veto. 

1. Revenue BUls. — Air bills for raising revenue shall 
originate in the house of representatives; but the senate 
may propose or concur with amendments as on other bills. 

2. The Veto.—'Ev^vy bill which shall have passed the 
house of representatives and the senate shall, before it be- 
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comes a law, be presented to the president of the United 
States; if he approve, hefihall sign it; but if not, he shall 
return it, with his objections, to that house in which it 
shall have originated; who shall enter the objections at 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, 
after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall 
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the ob- 
jections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be 
reconsidered; and. if approved by two -thirds of that house, 
it shall become a law. But in all cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall 
be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If 
any bill shall not be returned by the president within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the congress, by their adjournment, pre- 
vent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the senate and house of representatives may be 
necessary (except on a question of adjournment), shall be 
presented to the president of the United States; and, be- 
fore the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him; 
or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by* two- 
thirds of the senate and house of representatives, accord- 
ing to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a 

bill. 

Section 8. — Legislative Powers. 

The congress shall have power : 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; 
to pay the debts and provide for the conunon defence and 
general welfare of the United States; but all duties, im- 
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posts and excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 28 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 2^ 
among the several states, and with the Indian tribes. 

4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and 30 
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout 
the United States. 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 31 
foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures. 

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 3d 
securities and cuiTcnt coin of the United States. 

7. To establish post-offices and post-roads. 33 

8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 34 
securing for limited times, to authors and inventors, the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries. 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court; 35 
to define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 
the high seas, and offences against the law of nations. 

10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, 36 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water. 

11. To raise and support armies; but no appropriation 37 
of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two 
years. • 

12. To provide and maintain a navy. 38 

13. To make rules for the government and regulation of 39 
the land and naval forces, 

14. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 40 
the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel 
invasions. 

15. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining 41 
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be 
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employed in the service of the United States; reserving to 
the states respectively the appoiatment of the officers and 
the authority of training the militia according to the disci- 
pline prescribed by congress. 

42 10* To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso- 
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square) as 
may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance 
of congress, become the seat of government of the United 
States; and to exercise like authority over all places pur- 
chased, by the consent of the legislature of the state in 
which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga- 
zines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings; 
and 

43 17. To make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, 
and all other powers vested by this constitution in the gov- 
ernment of the United States, or in any department or offi- 
cer thereof. 

Section 9. — General Prohibitions. 

44 1. The migration or importation of such persons as any 
of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the year 
one thousand ei|ht hundred and eight; but a tax or duty 
may be imposed on such importation not exceeding ten 
dollars for each person. 

45 2. The privilege of the writ of Jidbeas corpus shall not 
be susi)ended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or inva- 
sion, the public safety may require it. 

46 3. No bill of attainder, or ex post facto law shall be 
passed. 

47 4. Ko capitation or other durect tax shall be laid, unless 
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in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore 
directed to be taken. 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on any articles exported 48 
from any state. No preference shall be given by any 
regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one 
state over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to 
or from one state be obliged to enter, clear or pay duties 
in another. 

6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in 49 
consequence of appropriations made by law ; and a 
regular statement and account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of all public money shall be published from 
time to time. 

7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 50 
States; and no person holding any office of profit or trust 
under them shall, without the consent of the congress, ac- 
cept of any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind 
whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 



Section 10. — Prohibitions Upon the States. 

1. Absolute. — No state shall (1) enter into any treaty, al- 
liance or confederation; (2) grant letters of marque and re- 
prisal: (3) coin money; (4) emit bills of credit; (5) make 
any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of 
debts; (6) pass any bill of attainder, ex post foGto law, or 
law impairing the obligation of contracts; or (7) grant any 
title of nobility. 

2. Except by Consent of Congress. — No state shall, with- 
out the consent of the congi'css, (1) lay any imposts or 
duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolute- 
ly necessary for executing its inspection laws, and the net 
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produce of all duties and imposts laid by any state on im- 
ports or exports shall be for the use of the treasury of the 
United States, and all such laws shall be subject to the 
revision and control of the congress. No state fihall, 
without the consent of the congress, (2) lay any duty of ton- 
nage, (3) keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, (4> 
enter into any agreement or compact with another state, or 
with a foreign power, or (5) engage in war, unless actually 
invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of 
delay. 

ARTICLE II.— Executive. 

Section 1. — The President and Vice-President. 

1. Election. — The executive power shall be invested in a 
president of the United States of America. He shall hold 
his oflSce during the term of four years; and, together with 
the vice-president chosen for the same term, be elected as 
follows : 

2. Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis- 
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors equal to 
the whole number of senators and representatives to which 
the state may be entitled in the congress; but no senator 
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. 

*[8. Tb« electon thall meet la their reipective etates, and vote by ballot for two persons, of 
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitaut of the same state with themselves. And thev 
shall make a list of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each ; which 
list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the Unite*) 
States, directed to the president of the senate. The president of the senate shall, in th« 
presence of the senate and house of reprt-sentatives, open all the certificates, and the yotei 
shall then be counted. The jwrson hnrini; tbe fcreatest number Of votes shall be the preai< 
dent, if sach number be a mttj ority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and if there 
be more than one who have surh nu<jorlty, and have an equal number of votes, tlian the 
hoaee of representatives shall immediatelv choose, by ballot, one of them for presiaent; and 
if no pereon hare a minority, then, from tne five highest on the list, the said noase shiul, ia 

*7Ui paiagraph has bees sapeneded and aiuialled by the ISth amendaent. 
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like- maaser, cbooee the president. But In choosing the president, the TOte shall be taken 
by Btat«s, the representation from each state havine one vote; a qaoram for this imrpoee 
Bhall consist of a member or members from two-thirdi of the states, and a minority oi allthe 
■tates shall be necessary to a choice. In everv case, after the choice of the president, the 
person havinfi; the ^reHtest number of votes of the electors shall be the vice-president. But 
if there shonld remain two or more who have equal votes, the senate shall cbooee from 
them, by ballot, the vice-president.] 

4. The congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on "which they shall give their votes, 
which day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

5. Qttalificativns. — No person, except (1)' a natural born 
citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of the 
adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible to the office 
of president; neither shall any person be eligible to that 
office who shall not have (2) attained to the age of thirty- 
five years, and (3) been fourteen years a resident within the 
United States. 

6. Vacancy. — In case of the removal of the president 
from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability to dis- 
charge the powers and duties of the said office, the same 
shall devolve on the vice-president; and the congi'ess may, 
by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation 
or inability, both of the president and vice-president, de- 
claring what officer shall then act as president, and such 
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be re-- 
moved, or a president shall be elected. 

7. Salary. — The president shall, at stated times, receive 
for his services a compensation which shall neither be in- 
creased nor diminished during the period for which he 
shall have been elected; and he shall not receive within 
that period any other emolument from the United States, 
or any of them. 

8. Oath. — Before he enter on the execution of his office, 
he shall take the following oath of affirmation : 

" I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 



5& 



57 



58 



59 



60 



61 



«2 



•63 



64 



•65 



124 CIYIL GOVERNMENT. 

execute the office of president of the United States; and 
will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend 
the constitution of the United States." 

Section 2.— Powers. 

1. The president shall be (1) commander-in-chief of the 
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia of 
the several states, when called into the actual service of 
the United States. He may (2) require the opinion, in 
writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de- 
partments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their 
respective offices; and he shall (3) have i)ower to grant re- 
prieves and pardon for offences against the United States, 
except in cases of impeachment. 

2. He shall (4) have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the senators present concur; and he shall (5) nominate, 
and by and with the advice and consent of the senate shall 
appoint, (a) ambassadors, (6) other public ministers and 
consuls, {c) judges of the supreme court, and (d) all other 
officers of the United States whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab- 
lished by law. But the congress may, by law, vest the ap- 
pointment of such inferior officers as they think proper, in 
the president alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of departments. 

3. The president shall (6) have power to fill up all vacan- 
cies that may happen during the recess of the senate, by 
granting commissions which shall eicpire at the end of their 
next session. 

Section 8. 

1. He shall, from time to time, (7) give to the congress 
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ioformation of the state of the UnioD, and (8) recommend 
to their consideration STlch measures as he shall judge nec- 
essary and expedient. He may, (9) on extraordinary occa- 
sions, convene both houses, or either of them ; and in case 
of disagreement between them, with respect to the time of 
adjournment, he may (10) adjourn them to such time as he 
shall think proper. He shall (11) receive ambassadors and 
other public ministers. He shall (12) take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed ; and shall (18) commission all 
the oflBcers of the United States. 

Section 4.— Impeachments. 

1. The president, vice-president and all civil officers of 
the United States, shall be removed from office on im- 
peachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery oi: 
other high crimes or misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III.— Judicial. 

Section 1. — Courts. 

1. The judicial power of the United States shall bo vest- 
ed in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the 
congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall 
hold their offices during good behavior; and shall, at 
stated times, receive for their services a compensation, 
which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
office. 

Section 2.— Jurisdiction. 

1. Extent—The judicial power shall extend to (1) all 
cases in law and equity arising under this constitution, the 
laws of the United States and treaties made, or which 
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shall be made, under their authority; to (2) all cases affect- 
ing ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to (3) 
all cases of a'dmiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to (4) con- 
troversies to which the United States shall be a party; to 
controversies (5) between two or more states ; (6) between a 
state and citizens of another state; (7) between citizens of 
different st&tes; (8) between citizens of the same state 
claiming lands under grants of different states, and (9) be- 
tween a state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, 
citizens or subjects. 

2. Original and appellate. — In all cases affecting ambas- 
sadors, other public ministers and consuls, and those in 
which a state shall be party, the supreme court shall 
have original jurisdiction. In all the other cases before 
mentioned, the supreme court shall have appellate jurisdic- 
tion, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions and 
under such regulations as the congress may make. 

3. OiHminal. — The trial of all crimes, except in cases of 
impeachment, shall be by jury, and such trial shall be held 
in the state where the said crimes shall have been com- 
mitted ; but when not committed within any state, the trial 
shall be at such place or places as the congress may by 
law have directed. 

Section 3.— Treason. 

1. Definition and jwew/.—Treason against the United 
States shall consist only in levying war against them or in 
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. 
No person shall be convicted of treason, unless on the 
testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on 
confession in open court. 

2. Xtmi^.— The congress shall have power to declare the 
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punishment of treason ; but no attainder of treason shall 
work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the 
life of the person attained. 

ARTICLE IV.— Relations of States. 

Section 1.— Public Records. 

1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to j^ 
the public acts, records and judicial proceedings of every 
other state ; and the congress may, by general laws, pre- 
scribe the manner in which such acts, records and proceed- 
ings shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Section 2.— Rights op Citizens. 

1. In other states. — The citizens of each state shall be 74 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several states. 

2. ExI/raMiion, — A person charged in any state with trea- 75 
son, felony or other crime, who shall flee from justice, and 
be found in another state, shall, on demand of the execu- 
tive authority of the state from which he fled, be delivered 
up, to be removed to the state having jurisdiction of the 
crime. 

8. A relic of slavery. — No person held to service or 75 
Iftbor in one state under the laws thereof, escaping into 
another shall, in consequence of any law or regula- 
tion therein, be discharged from such service or labor ; 
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 

Section 8.— New States and Territories. 

1. New ttates. — ^New states may be admitted by the 77 
ooDgreas into this Umon ; but no new state shall be formed 
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or erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, nor 
any state be formed by the junction of two or more states^ 
or parts of states, without the consent of the legislatures of 
the states concerned, as well as of the congress. 

2. Territories,— 'The congress shalljiave power to dispose 
of, and make all needful rules and regulations respecting, 
the territory or other property belonging to the United 
States ; and nothmg in this constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or 
of any particular state. 

Section 4.— National Protection. 

1. The United States shall guarantee to every state m 
this Union a republican form of government, and shall 
protect each of them against invasion ; and, on application 
of the legislature, or of the executive (when tlie legislature 
cannot be convened), against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE v.— Amendments. 

1. The congress, whenever two- thirds of both houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this 
constitution ; or, on the applications of the legislatures of 
two thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for 
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid 
to ^1 intents and purposes, as part of this constitution 
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the sev- 
eral states^ or in conventions of three-fourths thereof, as the- 
one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by 
the congress ; provided that no amendment, which may be 
made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred ancl 
eight, shall in any manner affect the first and fourth claua^ 
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sein the ninth section of the first article, and that no state 
without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage 
in the senate. 

ARTICLE VI.— Sundry provisions. 

. Natioiial debts.— KIX debts contracted and engage- 81 
ments entered into before the adoption of this constitution 
shall be as valid against the United States under this con- 
stitution, as under the confederation. 

2. National law supi^eme — This constitution, and the 82 
laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance 
thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the authority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme law of the land ; and the judges in every state 
shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or laws 
of any state to the contrary notwithstanding. 

3. OaiTis. — The senators and representatives before men- 88 
tioned, and the members of the several state legislatures, 
and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United 
States and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or 
affirmation to support this constitution ; but no religious 
test sh&ll ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States. 

ARTICLE VII.— Establishment. 

1. The ratification of the conventions of nine states 84 
shall be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution 
between the states so ratifying the same. 

[Constitution ratified by states 1787—1790.] 
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AMEXDMENTS. 

!•— Freedom of Religrion, Speech, and 

* Petition. 

05 Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances. {Ji79I) 

II.— Arms. 

86 A well regulated militia being necessary to the security 
of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. (1791) # 

III.— Quartering of Soldiers. 

87 No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of 
war but in a manner to be prescribed by law. {179i) 

IV.— Search Warrants. 

^ The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, paper and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrants shall 
issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or af- 
firmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. (1791) 

v.— Criminal Proceedings. 

^ No person shall be held to answer for a capital or other- 
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in 
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time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be sab- 
ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life 
or limb; nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to 
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liber- 
ty or property, without due process of law ; nor shall pri- 
vate property be taken for public use without just com- 
pensation. (1791) 

yi.— Criminal Proceedings. . 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law; and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation ; to be confronted with the witnesses against 
him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 
in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his 
defence. (1791) 

VII.— Trial by Jury. 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved; and no fact tried by a jury shall be other- 
wise re-examined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. {1791) 

Vm.— Excessive Punishment. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
(1791) 

IX.— Rights not Named. 

The enumeration in the constitution of certain rights 
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shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retain- 
ed by the people. (1791) 

X.— Powers Reserved. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
eonstitution, nor prohibited to it by the states, are reserved 
to the states respectively, or to the people. (2791) 

XI.— Suits against States. 

The judicial power of the United States shall' not be con- 
strued to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced 
or prosecuted against one of the United States by citizens 
of another state, or by citizens of subjects of any foreign 
state. (1798) 

XII.— Election of President. 

1. The electors shall meet in their respective states, and 
vote by ballot for president and vice-president, one of whom 
at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with 
themselves. They shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as president, and in distinct ballots the person 
voted for as vice-president; and they shall make distinct 
lists of all persons voted for as president, and of all per- 
sons voted for as vice-president, and of the number of votes 
for each; which lists they shall sign and certify, and trans- 
mit sealed to the seat of government of the United States, 
directed to the president of the senate. The president of 
the senate shall, in the presence of the senate and house of 
representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes sliall 
then be counted. The person having the greatest number 
of votes for president shall be the president, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; 
and if no person have such majority, then from the persons 
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having the highest number, not exceeding three, on the 
list of those voted for as president, the house of representa- 
tives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the presidsnt 
But in choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by 
states, the representation from each state having one vote; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of 
the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the house 
of representatives shall not choose a president, whenever the 
right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth 
day of March next following, then the vice-president shall 
act as president as in the case of death or other constitu- 
tional disability of the president. 

2. The person having the greatest number of votes as 
vice president shall be the vice-iyresident, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed, 
and if no person have a majority, then from the two high- 
est numbers on the list the senate shall choose the vice- 
president. A quorum for the purpose shall consist of two- 

' thirds of the number of senators, and a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 

3. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office 
of president shall be eligible to that of vice-president of 
the United States. (I804) 

XIII.— Slavery. 

1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as 
a punishment for crime, whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction. 

2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. (^1865) 
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XlV.-Civil Bights. 

1. Civil rights. — All persons bom or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they 
reside. No state shall make or enforce any law whick 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of the citizens of 
the United States ; nor shall any state deprive any person 
of life, liberty or property, without due process of law, 
nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws. 

2. Apportionment of representatives. — Representatives 
shall be apportioned among the several states according to 
their respective numbers, counting the whole number of 
persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But 
when the right to vote at any election for the choice of 
electors for president and vice-president of the United 
States, representatives in congress, the executive and judi- 
cial officers of a state, or the members of the legislature 
thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such 
state, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the 
United States, or in any way abridged, except for partici- 
pation in rebellion or other crime, the basis of representa- 
tion therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the 
number of such male persons shall bear to the whole 
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
state. 

8. PoUiical disaibilities. — No person shall be a senator 
or representative in congress, or elector of president and 
vice-president, or hold any office, civil or military, under 
the United States, or under any state, who, having previ- 
ously taken an oath as a member of congress, or as an 
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officer of the United States, or as a member of any state 
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of 
any state, to support the constitution of the United States, 
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the 
same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But 
congress may, by a two-thirds vote of each house, remove 
such disability. 

4. Public debt. — The validity of the public debt of the 
United States authorized by law, including debts incurred 
for payment of pensions and bounties for services in sup- 
pressing inurrection and rebellion, shall not be questioned. 
But neither the United States nor any state shall assume 
or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrec- 
rion or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for 
loss or emancipation of any slave ; but all such debts, 
obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

5. The congress shall have power to enforce, by appro- 
priate legislation, the provisions of this article. (1868) 

XV.— Suffrage. . 

1. The right of the citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by 
any state on account of race, color, or previous condition 
of servitude. 

2. The congress shall have power to enforce this artiQle 
by appropriate legislation. (WO) 
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THE OOl^STITUTION" 

OP THE 

^TATE Of ]^EW yOF^K. 

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 3,1346. 
▲• AKBNSBD AND IN TOBCB JaNOABT 1, 1861. 



Wb .the People of the State of New York, grateful to 
Almighty God for our Freedom, in order to receive its 
blessings, do establish this Gonstitutioit. 

ARTICLE I.— Individual Big^hts. 

1. Disfranchisement. — No member of this State shall be 
disfranchised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges 
secured to any citizens thereof, unless by the law of the 
land, or the judgment of his peers. 

8 3. Trial by jury. -^The trial by jury in all cases in which 
it has been heretofore used, shall remain inviolate forever ; 
but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all civil 
cases in the manner to be prescribed by law. 

8 3. Beligious liheiHy. — The free exercise and enjojrment 
of religious profession and worship, without discrimination 
or preference, shall forever be allowed in this State to all 
mankind ; and no person shall be rendered incompetent to 
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be a witness oa account of his opinions on matters of reli- 
gious belief ; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured 
shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentious- 
ness, or justify practices inconsistent -with the peace or 
safety of tliis State. 

4. Habeas corpus. — The privilege of the writ of habeas 
cmpus shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require its sus- 
pension. 

6. Bail, fines. — Excessive bail shall not be required nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor shall cruel and unusual pun- 
ishments be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably 
detained. 

6. Grand jury. — No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital or otherwise infamous crime (except in cases of im- 
peachment, and in cases of militia when in actual service ; 
and the land and naval forces in time of war, or which 
this State may keep, with the consent of Congress, in time 
of peace ; and in cases of petit larceny, under the regula- 
tion of the Legislature,) unless on presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury ; and in any trial in any court what- 
ever the party accused shall be allowed to appear and 
defend in person and with counsel as in civil actions. No 
person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the 
same offence ; nor shall he be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself ; nor be deprived of 
life, liberty or property without due process of law ; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, without 
just compensation. 

7. Private property and roads. — When private property 
shall be taken for any public use the compensation to be 
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made therefor, when such compensation is not made by 
the State, shall be ascertained by a jary or by not less than 
three commissioners appointed by a court of record, as 
shall be prescribed by law. Private roads may be opened in 
the manner to be prescribed by law; but in every case the 
necessity of the road, and the amount of all damage to be 
sustained by the opening thereof, shall be first determined 
by a jury of freeholders, and such amount, together with 
the expenses of the proceeding, shall be paid by the person 
to be benefited. 

8. Free speech and press. — Every citizen may freely speak, 
write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being re- 
sponsible for the abuse of that right ; and no law shall be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of 
the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for 
libels, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury ; and 
if it shall appear to the jury, that the matter charged 
as libelous is true, and was published with good motives, 
and for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted ; and 
the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the 
fact. 

9. Appropriation bills. — The assent of two- thirds of the 
members elected to each branch of the Legislature, shall be 
requisite to every bill appropriating the public moneys or 
property for local or private purposes. 

10. Petitions, cUwrces, lotteries.—'No law shall be passed 
abridging the right of the people peaceably to assemble and 
to petition the government, or any department thereof, nor 
shall any divorce be granted, otherwise than by due judi- 
cial proceedings ; nor shall any lottery hereafter be author- 
ized or any sale of lottery tickets allowed within this 
Btate 



CX)N8TITU'nON STATE OF NEW TOBK. 



139 



11. Property in ZaTwto.— The people of this State, in their 
Tight of sovereignty are deemed to possess the original and 
ultimate property in and to all lands within the jurisdiction 
of the State: and all lands the title to which shall fail, 
from a defect of heirs, shall revert, or escheat to the 
people. 

12. Feudal tenures, — All feudal tenures of every descrip- 
tion, with all their incidents, are declared to be abolished, 
saving however all rents and services certain which at any 
time heretofore have been lawfully created or reserved. 

13. Allodial tenure. — All lands within this State are de- 
clared to be allodial, so that, subject only to the liability 
to escheat, the entire and absolute property is vested in the 
owners, according to the nature of their respective es- 
tates. 

14. Limit of leases. — No lease or grant of agricultural 
land, for a longer period than twelve years, hereafter made, 
in which shall be reserved any rent or service of any kind, 
shall be valid. 

15. Fines, quarter sales. — All fines, quarter sales, or oth- 
er like restraints upon alienation reserved in any grant of 
land, hereafter to be made, shall be void. 

16. Indian lands. — No purchase or contract for the sale 
of lands in this State made since the fourteenth day of Oc- 
tober, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, or 
which may hereafter be made, of, or with the Indians, 
shall be valid, unless made under the authority, and with 
the consent of the Legislature. 

17. Cfodifleation of laws.—Qnch parts of the common 
law, and of the acts of the Legislature of the Colony of 
New York, as together did form the law of the said Colo- 
ny, on the nineteenth day of April, one thousand seven 
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hundred and seventy-five, and the resolutions of the Congress 
of the said Colony, and of the convention of the State of 
New York, in force on the twentieth day of April, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, which have 
not since expired, or been repealed or altered ; and such 
acts of the Legislature of this State as are now in force, 
shall be and continue the law of this State, subject to such 
alterations as the Legislature shall make concerning the 
same. But all such parts of the common law and such of 
the said acts, or parts thereof, as are repugnant to this 
constitution, are hereby abrogated; and the Legislature, at 
its first session after the adoption of this constitution, shall 
appoint three commissioners, whose duty it shall be to 
reduce into a written and systematic code the whole body 
of the law of this State, or so much and such parts thereof 
as to the said commissioners shall seem practicable and 
expedient. And the said commissioners shall specify such 
alterations and amendments therein as they shall deem 
proper, and they shall at all times make reports of their 
proceedings to the Legislature, when called upon to do so; 
and the Legislature shall pass laws regulating the tenure of 
office, the filling of vacancies therein, and the compensa-. 
tion of the said commissioners, and shall also provide for 
the publication of the said code, prior to its being presented 
to the Legislature for adoption. 

18. Grants of land.— - AW grants of land within the 
State, made by the king of Great Britain, or persons acting 
imder his authority, after the fourteenth day of October, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, shall be null 
and void; but nothing contained in this constitution shall 
affect any grants of land within this State, made by the 
authority of the said king or his predecessors, or shall an- 
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nul any charters to bodies politic and corporate, by him or 
them made, before that day; or shall affect any such 
grants or charters since made by this State, or by persons 
acting under its authority; or shall impair the obligation of 
any debts contracted by the State, or individuals, or bodies 
corporate, or any other rights of property, or any suits, 
actions, rights of action, or other proceedings in courts of 
justice. 

ARTICLE II.— Voters. 

1. Qualifications. — Every (1) male citizen (2) of the age of 
twenty-one years who shall have been (3) a citizen for ten 
days and (4) an inhabitant of this State one year next pre- 
ceding an election, and (5) for the last four months a resi- 
dent of the county and (6) for the last thirty days a resident 
of the election district in which he may offer his vote, shall 
be entitled to vote at such election in the election district of 
which he. shall at the time be a resident, and not elsewhere, 
for all officers that now are or hereafter may be elective by 
the people, and upon all questions which may be submitted 
to the vote of the people, provided that in time of war no 
elector in the actual military service of the State, or of the 
United States, in the army or navy thereof, shall be de- 
prived of his vote by reason of his absence from such elec- 
tion district; and the Legislature shall have power to pro- 
vide the manner in which and the time and place at which 
such absent electors may vote, and for the return and can- 
vass of their votes in the election districts in which they 
respectively reside. 

2. Bribery. — "No person who shall receive, expect or of- 
fer to receive, or pay, offer or promise to pay, contribute, 
offer or promise to contribute to another, to be paid or used» 
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any money or otker valuable thing aa a compensation or 
reward for the giving or withholding a vote at an election, or 
who shall make any promise to influence the giving or with- 
holding any such vote, or who shall make or become di- 
rectly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depend- 
ing upon the result of any election, shall vote at such elec- 
tion; and upon challenge for such cause, the person so chal- 
lenged, before the officers authorized for that purpose shall 
receive his vote, shall swear or affirm before such officers 
that he has not received or offered, does not expect to re- 
ceive, has not paid, offered or promised to pay, contributed, 
offered or promised to contribute to another, to be paid or 
used, any money or other valuable thing as a compensation 
or reward for the giving or withholding a vote at such elec- 
tion, and has not made any promise to influence the giving 
or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become di- 
rectly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depend- 
ing upon the result of such election. The Legislature, at 
the session thereof next after the adoption of this section, 
shall, and from time to time thereafter may, enact laws ex- 
cluding from the right of suffrage all persons convicted of 
bribery or of any infamous crime. 

51 8. Residence, — For the purpose of voting, no person shaU 
be deemed to have gained or lost a residence, by reason of 
his presence or absence, while employed in the service of 
the United States; nor while engaged in the navigation of 
the waters of this State, or of the United States, or of the 
high seas; nor while a student of any seminary of learning; 
nor while kept at any alms-house, or other asylum, at pub- 
lic expense; nor while confined in any public prison. 

52 4. Enctctmenta. — Laws shall be made for ascertaining by 
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proper proofs the citizcas who ^halt be eaCitted to tlie rigbt 
of suffrage hereby eatubUshed. 

5. Elation by ballot,^Mi elections by the citizens shall S 
be by ballot, except for such town officers as may by law 
be directed to be otherwise chosen. 

ARTICLE IH.-The Legislature. 

1. Z^oiTotiAM.— The legislative power of this State shall •. 
bo rested ia a Senate and Assembly. 

3. £<>iecoTUfi'fuM.— The Senate shall consist of thirty- 
two membera, and the Senators shall be chosen for I 
years. The Assembly .shall consist of ane hundred and 
twenty'eight members, who shall be annually elected. 

8. Senatt rfi»(rw(».— The Senate shall be divided into j 
thirty-two districts, to be called Senate districts, each of 
whichshall choose one Senator. The districta shall he 
Bumbered from one to thirty-two inclusive.* 
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Dbtrld BiimlMrTwsoty-two (98) thall eoxulat of the county of Ooobdrn. 

District sunlMr Twenty-thrM (S8) tbiJI ccxuist of tbe coontiM of CorUaad, 
Tion. 

DIatriet BOBcboT Tw«Dty-foar (94) iball eosdtt of the connties cf Csyagauid Wftyn*. 

D'jtiictDQmber Twenty-five (75) shall coBslit of tbe coontiee of Tompkias, Ssnscs and 
Tates. 

Dditrict uamber Tw«mty-tiz (96) shall consist of the ecuoties of Stenben and ChemiiB(. 

District namber Twenty-seven (97) shall consist of thaconntr of Monroe. 

District namber Twcnty-«ight (98) ihall consiet of the counties of Orleans, Genese* amd 
Niagara. 

District namber Twenty-nine (99) shall consiit of the counties of Ontario and LiTlngstOB, 

District number Thirty (SO) shall consist of the counties of ADcKany and Wyoming. 

District numbei Thirty-one (31) shall conaittof the county of Erie. 

District nomber Thirty-two (39) shall cobtist of the coant!«s of Chantaoqaa and Ctttt»> 
raugiu« 

28 4- How altered. — An enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the State shall be taken, under the direction of the Legisla- 
ture, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, 
and at the end of every ten years thereafter ; and the said 
districts shall be so altered by the Legislature, at the first 
session after the return of every enumeration, that each 
Senate district shall contain, as nearly as may be, an equal 
number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, and persons of 
color not taxed; and shall remain unaltered until the re- 
turn of another enumeration, and shall at all times consist 
of contiguous territory ; and no county shall be divided, 
in the formation of a Senate district, except such county 
shall be equitably entitled to two or more senators. 

29 5. Assembly districts. — The Assembly shall consist of one 
hundred and twenty-eight members, elected for one year. 
The Members of Assembly shall be apportioned among the 
several counties of the State, by the Legislature, as nearly 
as may be, according to the number of their respective in- 
habitants, excluding aliens, and shall be chosen by single 
districts.* The Assembly districts shall remain as at pres- 
ent organized, until after the enumeration of the inhabi- • 
tants of the State, in the year eighteen hundred and seven- 
ty-five. The Legislature, at its first session after the return 

• Far •lisUag Aastmbly DistricU, ses pagsa 4C, 4«, Nortkus's Civil QvtvammX, 
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of every enumeration, shall apportion the Members of As- 
sembly among the several counties of the State, in manner 
aforesaid, and the board of supervisors In such counties as 
may be entitled under such apportionment, to more than 
one member, except the city and county of New York, and 
in said city and county the board of aldennen of said city 
shall assemble at such time as the Legislature making such 
apportionment shall prescribe, and divide their respective 
counties into Assembly districts, each of which districts 
jshall consist of convenient and contiguous tenitory, equal 
to the number of members of Assembly to which such 
counties shall be entitled, and shall cause to be filed in the 
offices of the Secretary of State and the clerks of their re- 
spective counties a description of such districts, specifying 
the number of each district aad the population thereof, ac- 
cording to the last preceding enumeration as near as can 
be ascertained, and the apportionment and districts shall 
remain unaltered until another enumeration shall be made 
as herein provided. No town shall be divided in the for- 
mation of Assembly districts. Every county heretofore es- 
tablished and separately organized, except the county of 
Hamilton, shall always be entitled to one member of the 
Assembly, and no new county shall be hereafter erected, 
unless its population shall entitle it to a member. The 
county of Hamilton shall elect with the county of Fulton, 
until the population of the county of Hamilton shall, ac- 
cording to the ratio, be entitled to a member. But the 
^legislature may abolish the said county of Hamilton, and 
annex the territory thereof to some other county or coun- 
ties. Nothing in this section shall prevent division at any 
time of counties and towns, and the erection of new towns 
and oountieB by the Legislature. 
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6. Salary of member^^Bsush. member of the Legislature 
^all receive for his services an annual salary of one thous- 
and five hundred dollars. The members of either liouse 
shall also receive the sum of one dollar for every ten miles 
they shall travel, in going to and returning from their place 
of meeting, once in each session, on the most usual route. 
Senators, when the Senate alone is convened in extraordi- 
nary session, or when serving as members of the Court for 
the Trial of Impeachments, and such members of the As- 
sembly, not exceeding nine in number, as shall be appoint- 
ed managers of an impeachment, shall receive an additional 
allowance of ten dollars a day. 

7. Prohibitions, — No member of the Legislature shall re- 
ceive any civil appointment within this State, or the Senate 
of the United States, from the Governor, the Governor and 
Senate, or from the Legislature, or from any city gover- 
ment during the time for which he shall have been elected ; 
and all such appointments and all votes given for any such 
member for any such office or appointment shall be void. 

8. Disqiialifimtions. — No person shall be eligible to the 
Legislature who, at the time of his election, is, or within one 
hundred days previous thereto has been, a member of con- 
gress, a civil or military officer under the United States, or 
an officer under any city government ; and if any person 
shall, after his election as a member of the Legislature, be 
elected to Congress, or appointed to any office, civil oi mil- 
itary, under the government of the United States, or under 
any city government, his acceptance thereof shall vacate 
his seat. 

9. Sleetion. — The elections of Senators and Members of 
Assembly, pursuant to the provisions of this Constitution, 
shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday 
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tore. 

10. Rule^ofiheho^m.^Iimskioiitj of each houM sltall 
constitute a quorum to do busiaess; Bach house shall do- 
termine the rules of its owa proceediags, and be the judge 
of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own mem- 
bers; shall choose its own officers; and the senate shall 
choose a temporary president, when the Lieutenant (Governor 
shall not attend as president, or shall act as Governor. 

11. JoumcUs.^E&ch house shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings, and publish the same, except such parts as 
may require secrecy. The doors of each house shall be 
kept open, except when the public welfare shall require 
secrecy. Neither house shall, without the consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than two days. 

12. Privilege. — For any speech or debate in either house 
of the Legislature, the members shall not be questioned in 
any other place. 

13. BiUs, — Any bill may originate in either house of the 
Legislature, and all bills passed by one house may be 
amended by the other. 

14. Enacting clause. — The enacting clause of all bills 
shall be *The people of the State of New York, represent- 
ed in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows,' and no 
law shall be enacted except by bill. 

15. Majority. — No bill shall be passed unless by the SiS- 
sent of a majority of all the members elected to each branch 
of the Legislature, and the question upon tne final passage 
shall be taken immediately upon its last reading, and the 
yeas and nays entered on the journal. 

10. Private biU$.^'No private or local bill, which may oe 
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paase^^y tlxe Legislature, shall embrace, more than pnec 
subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

17. Be8triciion8.—-l^o act shall be passed which shall pro- 
vide that any existing law, or any part thereof, shall be 
tnade or deemed a part of said act, or which shall enact 
that any existing law, or any part thereof, shall be appli- 
cable, except by inserting it in such act. 

18. Further restrictions. — The Legislature shall not pasa 
a private or local bill in any of the following cases : 

Changing the names of persons. 

Laying out, opening, altering, working or discontinuing 
roads, highways or alleys, or for draining swamps or other 
low lands. 

Locating or changing county seats. 

Providing for changes of venue in civil or criminal 
cases. 

Incorporating villages. 

Providing for election of members of boards of supervi- 
sors. 

Selecting, drawing, summoning or impaneling grand or 
petit jurors. 

Regulating the rate of interest on money. 

The opening and conducting of elections or designating 
places of voting. 

Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentage or al- 
lowances of public officers, during the term for which said 
officers are elected or appointed. 

Granting to any corporation, association or individual the 
right to lay down railroad tracks. 

Granting to any private corporation, association or indi- 
vidual any exclusive privilege, immunity or franciuse 
whateyer, 
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^ Providing for building bridges, and chartering companies 55 
for such purposes, except on the Hudson river below 
Waterford, and on the East river, or over the waters forrii- 
ing a part of the boundaries of the State. 

The Legislature shall pass general laws providing for 56 
the cases enumerated in this section, and for all other cases 
which in its judgment may be provided for by general 
laws. But no law shall authorize the construction or op- 
eration of a street railroad except upon the condition that 
the consent of the owners of one-half in value the property 
bounded on, and the consent also of the local authorities 
having the control of that portion of a street or highway 
upon which it is proposed to construct or operate such 
railroad be first obtained, or in case the consent of such 
property owners cannot be obtained, the general term of 
the supreme court, in the district in which it is proposed 
to be constructed, may, upon application, appoint three 
commissioners who shall determine, after a hearing of all 
parties interested, whether such railroad ought to be con- 
structed or operated, and their determination, confirmed 
by the court, may be taken in lieu of the consent of the 
property owners. , 

19. Auditing. — The Legislature shall neither audit nor 57 
allow any private claim or account against the State, but 
may appropriate money to pay such claims as shall have 
been audited and allowed according to law. 

20. Tax bills. — Every law which imposes, continues or 58 
revives a tax shall distinctly state the tax and the object to 
which it is to be applied, and it shall not be suflicient to 
refer to any other law to fix such tax or object. 

21. On the final passage, in either house of the Legisla- 50 
tare, of any act which imposes, continues or revives a tax. 
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or creates a debt or charge, oi^ makes, continues or revives 
any appropriation of public or trust money or property, ot 
releases, discharges or commutes any claim or demand of 
the State, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays, 
which shall be duly entered upon the journals, and three- 
fifths of all the members elected to either house shall, in 
all such cases, be necessary to constitute a quorum therein. 

60 22. Supertisors. — There shall be in the several counties, 
except in cities whose boundaries are the same as those of 
the county, a board of supervisors, to be composed of such 
members, and elected in such manner, and for such period, 
as is or may be provided by law. In any such city the 
duties and powers of a board of supervisors may be de- 
volved upon the common council or board of aldermen 
thereof. 

61 23. Local legislation. — The Legislature shall, by general 
laws, confer upon the boards of supervisors of the several 
counties of the State, such further powers of local legisla- 
tion and administration as the legislature may from time 
to time deem expedient. 

62 ^- Compensation. — The Legislature shall not, nor shall 
the common council of any city nor any board of super- 
visors, grant any extra compensation to any public officer, 
servant, agent or contractor. 

63 25. Besirietion on 17 ^ 18. — Sections seventeen and eigh- 
teen of this article shall not apply to any bill, or the 
amendments to any bill, which shall be reported to the Leg- 
islature by Commissioners who have been appointed pur- 
suant to law to revise the Statutes. 
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ARTICLE IT.— E^^ecutiTe Department. 

1. OJIk0rs.^Th» executive power shiJl be vested in % 
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Gk>vernor, who ehall hold his office for three years; aLieu- 
tenant-GoYernor shall be chosen at the same time, and for 
the same term. The Governor anii Lieutenant-Governor 
elected next preceding the time when this section shall 
tAke effect shall hold office during the term for which they 
were elected. 

2. Eligibility. — No person shall be eligible to the office of 
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, except (1) a citizen of 
the United States, (3) of the age of not less than thirty 
years, and (3) who shall have been five years, next preced 
ing his election, a resident of this State. 

3. Election. — The Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 
shall be elected at the times and places of choosing mem- 
bers of the Assembly. The persons respectively having 
the highest number of votes for Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor, shall be elected ; but in case two or more shall 
have an equal and the highest number of votes for Gover- 
nor, or for Lieutenant-Governor the two houses of the 
Legislature, at its next annual session, shall, forthwith, by 
joint ballot, choose one of the said persons so having an 
equal and the highest number of votes for Governor or 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

4. Duties of governor. — The Governor shall be Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the military and naval forces of the State. 
He shall have power to convene the Legislature (or the 
Senate only) on extraordinary occasions. At extraordinary 
sessions no subject shall be acted upon, except such as the 
Governor may recommend for consideration. He shall 
conununicate by message to the Legislature at every session 
the condition of the State, and recommend such matters to 
them as he shall judge expedient. He shall transact all 
necessary business with the [officers of government, ciTil 
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and military. He shall expedite all such measures as may 
be resolved upon by the Legislature, and shall take care 
that the laws are faithfully executed. He shall receive 
for his services an annual ealary of ten thousand dollars, 
and there shall be provided for his use a suitable and fur- 
nished executive residence. 

5. Pardons. —The Governor shall have the power to grant 
reprieves, commutations and pardons after conviction, for 
all offences except treason and cases of impeachment, 
upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and lim- 
itations, as he may think proper, subject to such regulations 
as may be provided by law relative to the manner of apply- 
ing for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, he shall 
have power to suspend the execution of the sentence, until 
the case shall be reported to the Legislature at its next 
meeting, when the Legislature shall either pardon, or com- 
mute the sentence, direct the execution of the sentence, or 
grant a further reprieve. He shall annually communicate 
to the Legislature each case of reprieve, commutation or 
pardon granted ; s-ating the name of the convict, the 
crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its date, 
and the date of the commutation, pardon or reprieve. 

6. Power may devolve on Lt, Oov.— In case of the im- 
peachment of the governor, or his removal from office, death, 
inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said 
office, resignation or absence from the State, the powers 
and duties of the office shall devolve upon the Lieutenant- 
Governor for the residue of the term, or until the disabili- 
ty shall cease. But when the Governor shall, with the 
consent of the Legislature, be out of the State in time of 
war, at the head of a military force thereof, he shall con- 



OONBTTTUTION STATE OF NEW YOEK. 153 

tinue commander-in-chief of all the military forces of the 
8tate. 

7. Duties of Lt. Oovemor. — The Lieutenant-Governor 
shall posses the same qualifications of eligibility for office 
as the Governor. He shall be president of the Senate, but 
shall have only a casting vote therein. If, during a vacancy 
of the office of Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor shall be 
impeached, displaced, resign, die, or become incapable of 
performing the duties of his office, or be absent from the 
State, the president of the Senate shall act as Governor 
until tlie vacancy be filled, or the disability shall cease. 

8. Salary. — The Lieutenant-Governor shall receive for 
his services an annual salary of five thousand dollars, and 
shall not receive or be entitled to any other compensation, 
fee or perquisite for any duty or service he may be requir- 
ed to perform by the constitution or by law. 

9. The veto. — Every bill which shall have passed the 
Senate and Assembly shall, before it becomes a law, be 
presented to the Governor ; if he approve, he shall sign it; 
but if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house 
in which it shall have originated, which shall enter the 
objections at large on the journal, and proceed to reconsid- 
er it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the 
members elected to that house shall agree to pass the bill, 
it shall be sent together with the objections to the other 
house by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if 
approved by two-thirds of the members elected to that 
house, it shall become a law notwithstanding the objec- 
tions of the Governor. In all such cases the votes in both 
houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the members voting shall be entered on the jour- 
nal of each hduse respectively. If any bill shall not be 
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returned by-tbe GoverDor within ten days (Sundays eKoept- 
ed) after it shaH have been presented to him, the same shall 
be a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
Legislature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return, 
in which case it shall not become a law without the approv- 
al of the Governor. No bill shall become a law after the 
final adjournment of the Legislature, unless approved by 
the Governor within thirty days after such adjournment. 
If any bill presented to the Governor contain several items 
of appropriation of money, he may object to one or more of 
such items while approving of the other portion of the bill. 
In such case, he shall append to the bill, at the time of 
signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects; 
and the appropriation so objected to shall not take effect. If 
the Legislature be in session, he shall transmit to the house 
in which the bill originated a copy of such statement, and 
the items objected to shall be separately reconsidered. If, 
on reconsideration, one or more of such items be approved 
by two-thirds of the members elected to each house, the 
same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding the objec- 
tions of the Governor. All the provisions of this section, 
in relation to bills not approved by the Governor, shall 
apply in cases in which he shall withhold his approval 
from any item or items contained in a bill appropriating 
money. 

ARTICLE v.— Other State Officers. 

1. Seereiary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, AUamey-Oen- 
eral, — The Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer and 
Attorney-General shall be chosen at a general election, and 
shall hold their oflSces for two years. Each of the officers 
in this article nained (except the Speaker of the Assembly) 
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shall, at stated times during his continuance in office, re- 
ceive for his services a compensation, which shall not be 
increased or diminished during the term for which he shall 
have been elected ; nor shall he receive, to his use, any fees 
or perquisites of office, or other compensation. 

.2. Engineer and Survey or. --^K State Engineer and Sur- 
veyor shall be chosen at a general election, and shall hold 
his office two years; but no person shall be elected to said 
office who is not a practical engineer. 

3. Superintendent of Public Tr<?r&«.— The Superintendent 
of Public Works shall be appointed by the Governor, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and hold 
his office until the end of the term of the Governor by 
whom he was nominated, and until his successor is ap- 
pointed and qualified. He shall receive a compensation to 
be fixed by law. He shall be required by law to give se- 
curity for the faithful execution of his office before enter- 
ing upon the duties thereof. He shall be charged with the 
execution of all laws relating to the repair and navigation 
of the canals, and also of those relating to the construction 
and improvement of the canals, except so far as the execu- 
tion of the laws relating to such construction or improve- 
ment shall be confided to the State Engineer and Surveyor; 
subject to the control of the Legislature, he shall make the 
rules and regulations for the navigation or use of the 
canals. He may be suspended or removed from office by 
the Governor, whenever, in his judgment, the public in- 
terest shall so require; but in case of the removal of such 
Superintendent of Public Works from office, the Governor 
ghall file with the Secretary of State a statement of the 
cause of such removal, and shall report such removal, and 
the cause thereof, to the Legislature at its next seaeioii. 



74 



75 



156 CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

The Superintendent of Public Works shall appoint not 
more than three assistant superintendents, whose duties 
shall be prescribed by him, subject to modification by the 
Legislature, and who shall receive for their services a com- 
pensation to be fixed by law. They shall hold their ofiice 
for three years, subject to suspension or removal by the 
Superintendent of Public Works, whenever, in his judg- 
ment, the public interest shall so require. Any vacancy 
in the ofiice of any such assistant-superintendent shall be 
filled for the remainder of the term for which he was ap- 
pointed, by the Superintendent of Public Works ; but in 
case of the suspension or removal of any such assistant-su- 
perintendent by him, he shall at once report t# the Gov- 
renor, in writing, the cause of such removal. All other 
persons employed in the care and management of the ca- 
nals, except collectors of tolls, and those in the department 
of the State Engineer and Surveyor, shall be appointed by 
the Superintendent of Public Works, and be subject to 
suspension or removal by him. The office of Canal Com- 
missioner is abolished from and after the appointment and 
qualification of the Superintendent of Public Works, until 
which time the Canal Commissioners shall continue to dis- 
charge their duties as now provided by law. The Super- 
tendent of Public Works shall perform all the duties of the 
Canal Commissioners, and board of Canal Commissioners, 
as now declared by law, until otherwise provided by the 
Legislature. The Governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall have power to fill vacancies in 
. the oflice of Superintendent of Public Works; if the Sen- 
< ate be not in session, he may grant commissions which 
; shall expire at the end of the next succeeding session of 
the Senate. 
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4. 8upi. of State Prisons. — A Superintendent ol State 
PriSbns shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with 
advice and consent of the Senate, and hold his office for 
^^e years unless sooner removed; he shall give security in 
such amount, and with such sureties as shall be required by 
law for the faithful discharge of his duties; he shall have 
the superintendence, management and control of State Pris- 
ons, subject to such laws as now exist or may hereafter be 
enacted; he shall appoint the agents, wardens, physicians 
and chaplains of the prisons. The agent and warden of 
each prison shall appoint all other officers of such prison, 
except the clerk, subject to the approval of the same by the 
Superintendent. The Comptroller shall appoint the clerks 
of the prisons. The Superintendent shall have all the 
powers and perform all the duties not inconsistent here- 
with, which have heretofore been had and performed by 
the Inspectors of State Prisons; and from and after the time 
when such Superintendent of State Prisons shall have been 
appointed and qualified, the office of Inspector of State 
Prisons shall be and hereby is abolished. The Governor 
may remove the Superintendent for cause at any time, giv- 
ing to him a copy of the charges against him, and an 
opportunity to be heard in his defence. 

5. Commissioners of the Land Office. — The Lieutenant- 
Governor, Speaker of the Assembly, Secretary of State, 
Comptroller, Treasurer, Attorney General, and State 
Engineer and Surveyor, shall be the Commissioners of the 
Land Office. The Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Comptroller, Treasurer, and Attorney General shall be the 
Commissioners of the Canal Fund. The Canal Board 
shall consist of the ComTaiasioners of the Canal Fund, the 
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gtta^tef Bdglaechr imd durreyor, and the CaQ^ OoiQfl||i»- 
sioaeiirs. 

0). Powen and duUei.^The powersr aad duti^ of thd ze- 
spective Boards, and of the several officers in this article 
mentioned, shall be such as now are or hereafter maj be 
prescribed by law. 

7. TYectmrer may be ruspendecU — The Treasurer may be 
suspended from office by the Governor, during the recess 
of the Legislature, and until thirty days after the com- 
mencement of the next session of the Legislature, whenever 
it shall appear to him that such Treasurer has, in any 
particular, violated his duty. The Governor shall appoint 
a competent person to discharge the duties of the office, 
during such suspension of the Treasurer. 

8. Certain offices abolished, — All offices for the weighing, 
gauging, measuring, culling or inspecting any merchamdise, 
produce, manufacture or commodity whatever, are hereby 
abolished, and no such office shall hereafter be created by 
law; but nothing in this section contained, shall abrogate 
any office created for the purpose of protecting the public 
health or the interests of the State in its property, revenue, 
tolls, or purchases, or of supplying the people with correct 
standards of weights and measures, or shall prevent 
the creation of any office for such purposes hereafter. 

ABTICLE VI,-Judiciary. 

1. Impeachment. — The Assembly shall have the power 
of impeachment, by a vote of a majority of all the mem- 
bers elected. The court for the trial of impeachment shall 
be composed of the President of the Senate, the Senators, 
or a major part of them, and the Judges of the Court of 
Appeals, or the major part of them. On the trial of an 
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impeachmeiit against the Governor, the Lieiiteiiaiit-(}av«r- 
■or shall not act as a member of the court. No judicial 
officer shall exercise his office, after articlea of impeach- 
ment against him shall have been preferred to the Senate, 
until he shall have been acquitted. Before the trial of an 
impeachment, the members of the court shall take an oath 
or affirmation, truly and impartially to try the imeachment, 
according to evidence ; and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not 
oxtend further than to removal from office, or removal from 
office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
honor, trust, or profit under this State ; but the party im- 
peached shall be liable to indictment and punishment 
according to law. 

2. Court of AppeaU. — There shall be a Court of Appeals, 
composed of a Chief Judge and six associate Judges, who 
shall be chosen by the electors of the State, and shall hold 
their office for the term of fourteen years from and includ- 
ing the first day of January next after their election. At the 
first election of judges, under this Constitution, every elector 
may vote for the Chief and only four of the associate 
Judges. Any five members of the court shall form a quo- 
rum, and the concurrence of four shall be necssary to a 
decision. The court shall have the appointment, with the 
power of removal, of its reporter and clerk, and of auch 
attendants as may be necessary. 

8. Yaeandes fiUed^—YilndXL a vacancy shall occur, other- 
wiae than by expiration of term, in the office of Chief or 
a^ociate Judge of the Court of Appeals, the same shall be 
4Ued, for a full term, at the next general election happen- 
ing not lesB than three months after such vacancy occurs ; 
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and until the vacancy shall be so filled, the Governor by 
and with the advice and consent of ^e Senate, if the Seiv* 
ate shall be in session, or if not, the Governor alone may 
appoint to fill such vacancy. If any such appointment pt 
Chief Judge shall be made from among the associate judg- 
es, a temporary appointment of associate judge shall be 
made in like manner; but in such case, the person appoint- 
ed Chief Judge shall not be deemed to vacate his oflSce of 
associate judge any longer than until the expiration of his 
appointment as Chief Judge. The powers and jurisdiction 
of the court shall not be suspended for want of appoint- 
ment or election, when the number of judges is sufficient 
to constitute a quorum. All appointments under thi» 
section shall continue until and including the last day of 
December next after the election at which the vacancy shall 
be filled. 

4. TcMTOKAmT pKOTinoiis, OatoLm.— Upon the or^nisatton of the Court of AppMli 
onder thit article, the eanaet ifaen pendlnK in the pretent Coort of ilppeab shall beeoBM 
TMted in the Court of AopeaU bereoy established. Snch of said cansea as are pendingOB tW 
first day of January, elgnteen hundred and sixty-nine, shall be heard and determiaed by • 
Commiislon, to be composed of five Commissioners of Appeals, four of whom shall beoeeMMn 
to constitate a qnomm ; but the Court of Appeals hereby established may order aav of laM 
eausea to be heard therein. Snch Commission shall be composed of the Jodgea of the prsawt 
Court of Appeals, elected or appointed theTeto,and a fifth Commissioner who shall bo aj^iat- 
ed by the Goyenior by and with the adyice and consent of the Senate ; or, if the Hmate W 
not IB session, by the GoTornor ; but in snch case the appointment shall expire at the ttd «f 
the next session. 

t. If any Tacancy shall oecor in the ofllce of the said CommisrioBert, it shall be flUad by 
appointment by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of tne SMiate ; or if th* 
Senate is not in session, by the Oovemor ; but In such case, the appointment shall expire at 
the cni) of the next seesion. The Commissioners shall appoint, from their number, a Chid^ 
Commissioner ; and may apnoint and remove such attendants as may be necessary. The r^ 
porter of the Court of Appeals shall be the reporter of said Commisaion. The deeUonsof tk»- 
Commission shall be certified to. and entered and enforced, as the judgmeata of the Court if 
Appeals. The Commission shall continue until the causes committed to it are datanjiiaed,b«t 
not exceeding three years ; aad all caoses then usdetermlaed shall be beard by the Cwurt «f 
Appeals. 

6. Supreme Court.-^There shall be the existing Supreme 
Court, with general jurisdiction in law and equity, subject 
to such appellate jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals aa- 
now is or may be prescribed by law; and it shall be com- 
posed of the justices now in office, with one additional. 
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Justice, to be elected as hereinafter provided, who shall be 
continued during their respective term, and of their succes- 
sors. The existing judicial districts of the State are con- 
tinued until changed pursuant to this section.* Five of 
the justices shall reside in the district in which is the city of 
New York, and four in each of the other districts. The 
Legislature may alter the districts without increasing the 
number, once after every enumeration, under this Constitu- 
tion, of the inhabitants of the State. 

7. General terms. — At the first session of the Legislature, 87 
after the adoption of this article, and from time to time 
thereafter as may be necessary, but not of tener than once 
in five years, provisions shall be made for organizing, in 
the Supreme Court, not more than four general terms there- 
of, each to be composed of a presiding justice, and not 
more than three other justices, who shall be designated, 
according to law, from the whole number of justices. 
Each presiding justice shall continue to act as such during 
his term of office. Provision shall be made by law for 
holding the general terms of each judicial district. Any 
justice of the Supreme Court may hold special terms and 
Circuit Courts, and may preside in Courts of Oyer and 
Terminer, in any county. 

8. Bevieio of deeisiorts. — No judge or justice shall sit, at a 33 
general term of any court, 01 in the Court of Appeals, in 
review of a decision made by him, or by any court of which 
he was at the time a sitting member. The testimony in 
equity cases shall be taken in like manner as in cases at 
law; and except as herein otherwise provided, the Legis- 
lature shall have the same power to alter and regulate fhe 

* y«r judicial dittricit, m aow coMiltaUd, mc Nortkua't Civil GoTf notat, yp» Tl-ft. 
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jurisdiction and proceedings in law and equity that-thoy 
haye heretofore exercised. 

9. Vacancies JUled. — When a vacancy shall occur, other- 
wise than by expiration of term, in the office of Justice of 
the Supreme Court, the same shall be filled, for a full term, 
at the next general election happening not less than three 
months after such vacancy occurs ; and until any vacancy 
shall be so tilled, the Governor by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, if the Senate shall be in session, or 
if not in session, tlie Governor may appoint to fill such 
vacancy. Any such appointment shall continue until and 
including the last day of December next after the election 
at which the vacancy shall be filled. 

10. ProMbitums. — The Judges of the Court of 'Appeals, 
and the Justices of the Supreme Court, shall not hold any 
other office or public trust. All votes for any of them, for 
any other than a judicial office, ^ven by the Legislature 
or the people, shall be void. 

11. Removal, — Judges of the Court of Appeals, and Jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court, may be removed by concurrent 
resolution of both houses of the Legislature, if two-thirds 
of all the members electi^d to each house concur therein. 
All judicial officers, except those mentioned in this section, 
and except Justices of the Peace and Judges and Justices 
of inferior courts not of record, may be removed by the 
Senate, on the recommendation of the Governor, if two- 
thirds of all the members elected to the Senate concur 
therein. But no removal shall be made, by virtue of this 
section, unless the cause thereof be entered on the journals, 
nor unless the party complained of shall have been served 
with a copy of the charges against him, and shall have had 
an opportunity of being heard. On the questioa of re- 
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moval, the yeas auid oays shall be entered oa the journal. 

13. CSty 69tff<«.— The superior court in the city of New [,92 
York, the court of common pleas for the city and county 
of New York, the superior court of Buffalo, and the city 
court of Brool|:Iyn are continued with the powers and juris- 
diction as they now severally have and such further civil 
and criminal jurisdiction as may be conferred by law. 
The superior court of New York shall be composed of the 
six judges in office at the adoption of this article, and their 
successors. The court of common pleas of New York, of 
three judges then in office and their successors, and three 
additional judges. The superior court of Buffalo, of the 
judges now in office, and their successors; and the city 
court of Brooklyn, of such number of judges, not exceed- 
ing three, as may be provided by law. The judges of said 
courts in office at the adoption of this article are continued 
until the expuration of their terms. A chief judge shall be 
appointed by the judges of each of said courts from their 
own number, who shall act as such during his official term. 
Vacancies in the office of the judges named in this section, 
occurring otherwise than by expiration of term, shall 
be filled in the same manner as vacancies in the supreme 
court. The legislature may provide for detailing judges 
of the superior court and court of conunon pleas of New 
York to hold circuits and special terms of the'supreme 
court in that city; and for detailing judges of the city court 
of Brooklyn, to hold circuits and special terms of the su- 
preme court in Kings county as the public interest may 
require. 

13. SleeUon.—SMS^ceB of the supreme court shall be 93 
chosen by the electors of their respective judicial districts. 
Judges of all the. courts mpntiQaed in the last preceding. 
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Bection shall be chose^n by the electors of the cities lespee- 
tively in which the said courts are instituted. The official 
terms of said justices and judges who shall be elected after 
;the adoption of this article shall be fourteen years from 
and including the first day of January next after their elec- 
tion. But no person shall hold the office of justice or judge 
of any court longer than until and including the last day 
of December next after he shall be seventy years of age. 
The compensation of every judge of the court of appeals, 
and of every justice of the supreme court whose term of 
office shall be abridged pursuant to this provision, and who 
shall have served as such judge or justice ten years or 
more, shall be continued during the remainder of the term 
for which he was elected. 

14. Salaries.—The judges and justices hereinbefore men- 
tioned shall receive for their services a compensation to be 
established by law, which shall not be diminished during 
their official terms. Except the Judges of the Court of 
Appeals and the Justices of the Supreme Court, they shall 
be paid, and the expenses of their courts defrayed, by the 
cities or counties in which such courts are instituted, as 
shall be provided by law. 

15. C5wn/y (W/rto.— The existing county courts are con- 
tinued, and the judges thereof in office at the adoption of 
this article, shall hold their offices until the expiration of 
their respective terms. Their successors shall be chosen 
by the electors of the counties, for the term of six years. 
The County Courts shall have the powers and jurisdiction 
they now possess, until altered by the legislature. They 
shall also have origin^ jurisdiction in all cases where the 
defendants reside in the county and in which the damages 
claimed shall not exceed one thousand dollars; and also 
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«ich appellate Jurisdiction as shall be proyided by law, 
subject, however, to such provisioa as shall be made by 
liftw for the removal of causes into the Supreme Court 
They shall also have such other original jurisdiction as 
shall, from time to time, be conferred upon them by the 
Legislature. The county Judge, with two Justices of the 
Peace, to be designated according to law, may hold 
Courts of Sessions, with such criminal jurisdiction as the 
Legislature shall prescribe, and he shall perform such oth- 
er duties as may be required by law. EUs salary, and the 
salary of the Surrogate when elected as a separate oflEioer, 
shall be established by law, payable out of the County 
Treasury, and shall not be diminished during his term of 
oflEice. The Justices of the Peace shall be paid, for services 
in Courts of Sessions, a per diem allowed out of the County 
Treasury. The County Judge shall also be Surrogate of 
his county; but in counties haying a population exceeding 
forty thousand, the Legislature may provide for the elec- 
tion of a separate officer to be Surrogate, whose term of 
office shall be the same as that of the County Judge. The 
County Judge of any county may preside at Courts of 
Sessions, or hold County Courts, in any other county, ex- 
cept New York and Kings, when requested by the judge 
of such other county. 

16. Local judges. — The Legislature may, on application 
of the Board of Supervisors, provide for the election of 
local officers, not to exceed two in any county, to discharge 
the duties of County Judge and of Surrogate, in cases of 
their inability, or of a vacancy, and to exercise such other 
powers in special cases as may be provided by law. 

If. QvamoM DanBHuras oi Nmaiitb, Wot. 4, im.— Th* I^gliUtar* ■hmU aravMi 
Arntaiilliiic to "^- « -> *.■■-«.-.- ,a.v-j/-.. . ■..->.„ ^ "■"rinT itrtliw fcm 
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It 1 F ^ '\ ra of the several 

1 abai at t e r acnuj. town meet og and m Buch 
ner as the Legibl.iture may direct, elect Justices of 
the Peace, whose term of office shall be four years. In case' 
" an election to fill a vacancj occurring before the expira. 
n of a full term, they shall hold for the residue of the 
UDe:fpired term. Their number and claffiificatioD may be 
regulated by law. Justices of the Peace, and Judges or 
Justices of inferior courts not of record and their clerha 
may be removed, after due notice and an opportunity of 
being heard by such courls as may be prescribed by law, 
or causes to be assigned iu the order of removal. Juaticea 
>f the Peace and district court justicea aball be elected in 
the different cities of this State, in such manner, and with 
such powers, and for s^ch terms, respectively, aa shall be 
prescribed by law; all other judicial officers in cities, 
whose election or appointment is not otherwise provided 
n this article, shall be chosen by the electors of cities, 
or appointed by some local authority thereof.. 

IB. Local courts. — Inferior local courts of civil and crim- 
inal jurisdiction may be established by the Legislature ; and, 
except aa herein otherwise provided, all judicial officers 
Bhalt be elected or appointed at sucb times, and in such 
manner, as the Legislature may direct 

20. CTeris.— Clerks of the several counties shall be Clerks 
of the Supreme Court.with Ktch povera and duties m ih^- 
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be prescribed by law. The Clerk of the Court of Appeals 
shall keep his office at the seat of government. His com- 
pensation shall be fixed by law and paid out of the 
public treasury. 

21. Fees.-^Hfo judicial officer, except Justices of the 
Peace, shall receive to his own use any fees or perquisites 
of office; nor shall any Judge of the Court of Appeals, 
Justice of the Supreme Court, or Judge of a Court of Rec- 
ord in the cities of New York, Brooklyn or Buffalo, prac- 
tise as an attorney or counselor in any Court of Record in 
this State, or act as referee. 

22. Direct reviete. ^-The Legislature may authorize the 
judgments, decrees and decisions of any Court of Record 
of original civil jurisdiction, established in a city, 
to be removed for review, directly into the Court of 
Appeals. 

23. Publication free — The Legislature shall provide for 
the speedy publication of all statutes, and also for the 
appointment by the Justices of the Supreme Court desig- 
nated to hold general terms, of a reporter of the decisions 
of that court. All laws and judicial decisions shall be free 
for publication by any person. 

94. TufPoKAKT PftOTiuo.f 8.— The &r*t *]«ctioo of JndgM of the Court of Appeals, and 
of th« three additional jndgee of the Court of CooiDion Fleaa for the city and county of New 
York,ahall take pla'C oa euch day, between the first Tueeday of April and the lecond Tde»- 
day in June next after the adoption of thii article, aa may be provided by law. The Court 
of Appeals, the Commiiaionere of Appeals, and the additional judges of the sa'd Court of 
Common Pleas, shall respectiTely enter upon their duties on the first Monday of July there- 
after. 

95. Barrogataa, Jnstices of the Peace, and IocaI judicial oflccrs provided for in section six- 
teen, In ofire when this article shall Uke effect, sitall hold their respective oflccs nntll the 
•zpiratioB of their terms. 

26. Special sessions. — Courts of special sessions shall have 
such jurisdiction of offences of the grade of misdemeanors 
as may be prescribed by law. 

27. BwnogoM wwU.^Y^t the relief of Surrogates' 
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Courts, the Legislature may confer upon Courts of Record, 
in any county having a population exceeding four 
hundred thousand, the powers and jurisdiction of 
Surrogates, with authority to try issues of fact by jury in 
probate causes. 

S8. Tbhpokaby PBovivioN.—The Court of AppaaU mn,j ordor any of Um cauMt, not 
oxeMdlagfiTo handi«4 la number, pending: in that court at the time of the adoption of tbie 
provblon, to be heard and detM-mlned by the Commtieionert of Appeali, and the LeguUtorc 
mayeztead the term of eer^iee of the Commiaeionen of AppeaU, not exceeding tire yem. 

ARTICLE YII.— State Debts. 

1. Canal debt, — After paying the expenses of collection, 
superintendence and ordinary repairs, there shall be appro- 
priated and set apart in each fiscal year out of the reyenuea 
of the State Canals, in each year, commencing on the first 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-gix» the 
sum of one million and three hundred thousand dollars 
until the first day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-five, and from that time the sum of one million and 
seven hundred thousand dollars in each fiscal year, as a 
sinking fund to pay the interest and redeem the principal 
of that part of the State debt called the canal debt, as it 
existed at the time first aforesaid, and including three 
hundred thousand dollars then to be borrowed, until the 
same shall be wholly paid ; and the 'principal and income 
of the said sinkmg fund shall be sacredly applied . to that 
purpose. 

2. General fund debt, — ^After complying with the pio vis- 
ions of the first section of this article, there shall be 
appropriated and set apart out of the surplus revenues of 
the State Canals, in each fiscal year, commencing on the 
first day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, 
the siun of three hundred and .fifty thousand dollars, until 
the tinie when a suffident sum duUi hare been appropriated 
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(Uid set apart, under the said first section, to pay the 
interest and extinguish the entire principal of the Canal 
debt; and after that period, then the sum of one million 
and five hundred thousand dollars in each fiscal year, as a 
sinking fund, to pay the interest and redeem the principal 
of that part of the State debt called the General Fund Debt, 
including the debt for loans of the State credit to railroad 
companies whidi have failed to pay the interest thereon, 
and also the contingent debt on State stocks loaned to in- 
corporated companies which have hitherto paid the interest 
thereon, whenever and as far as any part thereof may 
become a charge on the Treasury or General Fund) until 
the same shall be wholly paid; and the principal and income 
of the said last-mentioned sinking fund shall be sacredly 
applied to the purpose aforesaid; and if the payment of 
any part of the moneys to the said sinking fund shall at any 
time be deferred, by reason of the priority recognized in the 
first section of this article, the sum so deferred, with 
quarterly interest thereon, at the then current rate, shall be 
paid to the last-mentioned sinking fimd, as soon as it can 
be done consistently with the just rights of the creditors 
holding said Canal Debt. 

3. Canal revenues. — After paying the said expenses of 
collection, superintendence and repairs of the Canals, and 
the sums appropriated by the first and second sections of 
this article, there shall be appropriated and set apart in 
each fiscal year, out of the surplus reyenues of the Canals, 
as a sinking fund, a^um sufficient to pay the interest as it 
falls due, and extinguish the principal within eighteen 
years of any loan made under this section, and if the said 
sinking fund shall not be sufficient to redeem any part of 
tM principal at the stipulated times of payment/ or to pay 
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any part of the interest of such loans as stipulated, the 
means to satisfy any such deficiency shall be procured on 
the credit of the sinking fund. After complying with the 
foregoing provisions, there shall be paid annually out of 
the said revenues into the Treasury of the State two 
hundred thousand dollars, to defray the necessary expenses 
of government. The remainder shall, in each fiscal year, 
be applied to meet appropriations for the enlargement and 
completion of the Canals mentioned in this section, until 
the said Canals shall be completed. In each fiscal year 
thereafter the remainder shall be disposed of in such man- 
ner as the Legislature may direct, but shall at no time be 
anticipated or pledged for more than one year in advance. 
The Legislature shall annually, during the next four years, 
appropriate to the^enlargement of the Erie, the Oswego, the 
I Cayuga and Seneca canals, and to the completion of the 
Black River and Genesee Valley canals, and for the enlarge- 
ment of the locks of the Champlain canal, whenever, from 
dilapidation or decay it shall become necessary to rebuild 
them, a sum not exceeding two millions two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. The remainder of the revenues of 
the Canals for the current fiscal year in which such 
appropriation is made, shall be applied to meet such 
appropriation; and if the same shall be deemed insufficient, 
the Legislature shall at the same session provide for the 
deficiency by loan. The Legislature shall also borrow 
one million and five hundred thouand dollars to refund to 
th3 holders of the Canal revenue certificates issued under 
the provisions of chapter four hundred and eighty-five of 
the laws of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty*^ 
one, the amount received into the Treasury thereon. But no 
interest to accrue after July first, one thousand eight hun* 
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dred and fifty-five, shall be paid on such certificates. The 
proYisions of section twelve of this article requiring every 
law for borrowing money to be submitted to the people, 
shall not apply to the loans authorized by this section. No 
part of the revenues of the Canals or of the funds borrowed 
under this section, shall be paid or applied upon or in 
consequence of any alleged contract made under chapter 
four hundred and eighty-five of the laws of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, except to pay for 
work done or materials furnished prior to the first day of 
June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty two. The 
rates of toll on persons and property transported on the 
Canals shall not be reduced below those of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty two, except by the Canal 
Board, with the concurrence of the Legislature. All con- 
tracts for work or materials on any Canal shall be made 
with the person who shall offer to do or provide the same 
at the lowest price, with adequate security for their 
performance. 

No extra compensation shall be made to any contractor, 
but if, from any unforeseen cause, the terms of any con- 
tract shall prove to be unjust and oppressive, the Canal 
Board may, upon the application of the contractor, cancel 
such contract. 

4. Siaie loans.—The claims of the State against any in- 
corporated company to pay the interest and redeem the 
principal of the stock of the State loaned or advanced to 
such company, shall be fairly enforced, and not released or 
compromised; and the moneys arising from such claim 
shall be set apart, and applied as part of the sinking fund 
provided in the second section of this article. But .the 
time limited for the fulfilment of any condition of any re- 
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lease or compromise heretofore made or provided for, may 
be extended by law. 

5. Taxation, — If the sinking funds, or either of them 
.provided in this article, shall prove insuf9:clent to enable 
the State, on the credit of such fund, to procure the means 
to satisfy the claims of the creditors of the State as they 
become payable, the legislature shall, by equitable taxes, 
so increase the revenues of the said funds as to make them, 
respectively, sufficient perfectly to preserve the public 
faith. Every contribution or advance to the canals, or 
their debt, from any source, other than their direct reve- 
nues, shall, with quarterly interest, at the rates then cur- 
rent, be repaid into the Treasury, for the use of the State, 
out of the Canal revenues as soon as it can be done con- 
sistently with the just rights of the creditors holding the 
said Canal debt. 

6. Oanals.^The Legislature shall not sell, lease or other- 
wise dispose of the Erie canal, the Oswego canal, the Cham- 
plain canal or the Cayuga and Seneca canal; but they shall 
remain the property of the State, and under its manage- 
ment forever. Hereafter the expenditures for collections, 
superintendence, ordinary and extraordinary repairs on 
the canals named in this section, shall not exceed, in any 
year, their gross receipts for the previous year. All fimds 
that may be derived from any lease, sale or other disposi- 
tion of any canal, shall be applied in payment of the debt 
for which the canal revenues are pledged. 

7. 8aU Springs^^The Legislature shall never sell or dis- 
pose of the Salt Springs, belonging to this State. The 
lands contiguous thereto and which may be necessary and 
convenient for the use of the Salt Springs, may be sold !^ 
authority of law and under the directioA of the Coauniji* 
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sioners of the Land Office, for the purpose of investing the 
moneys arising therefrom in other lands alike convenient^ 
but by such sale and purchase the aggregate quantity of 
these lands shall not he diminished. 

8. Appropriation hiUs. — No moneys shall ever be paid 117 
out of the Treasury of this State, or any of its funds, or any 
of the funds under its management, except in pursuance of 
an appropriation by law ; nor unless such payment be made 
within two years next after the passage of such appropria- 
tion act; and every such law making a new appropriation, 
or continuing or reviving an appropriation, shall distinctly 
specify the sum appropriated, and the object to which it is 
to be applied; and it shall not be sufficient for such law to 
refer to any other law to fix such sum. 

9. State credit. — The credit of the State shall not, in any US 
manner, be given or loaned to, or in aid of any individual, 
association or corporation. 

10. Staie eJ^te.— The State may, to meet casual deficits 119 
or failures in revenues, or for expenses not provided for, 
contract debts, but such debts, direct and contingent, 
singly or in the aggregate, shall not, at any time, exceed 
one million of dollars; and the moneys arising from the 
loans creating such debts shall be applied to the purpose 
for which they were obtained, or to repay the debt so con- 
tracted, and to no other purpose whatever. 

11. Errytrgeneies.-^lD. addition to the above limited IdO 
power to contract debts, the State may contract debts to 
repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or defend the 
State in war; but the money arising from the contract- 
ing of such debts shall be applied to the purpose for which 
it was rused, or to repay such debts, and to no other pur- 
pose whatever. 
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12. Lggislative p&m&r limited.^^xcept the debts sfneci- 
fled ia the tenth and eleventh sections of this aarticle, no 
debts shall be hereafter contracted hj or on behalf of this 
State, unless such debt shall be authorized by a law, for 
some single work or object, to be distinctly specified there- 
in; and such law shall impose and provide for the collec- 
tion of a direct annual tax to pay, and sufficient to pay the 
interest on such debt as it falls due and also to pay and 
discharge the principal of such debt within eighteen years 
from the time of the contracting thereof. No such law 
shall take effect until it shall, at a general election, have 
been submitted to the people, and have received a majority 
of all the votes cast for and against it, at such election. On 
the final passage of such bill in either house of the Legis- 
lature, the question shall be taken by ayes and noes, to be 
duly entered on the Journals thereof, and shall be: ''3hall 
this bill pass, and ought the same to receive the sanction 
of the people?" 

The Legislature may at any time, after the approval of 
such law by the people, if no debt shall have been con- 
tracted in pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and may at 
any time, by law, forbid the contracting of any further 
debt or liability under such law;, but the tax imposed by 
such act, in proportion to the debt and liability which may 
have been contracted, in pursuance of such law, shall 
remain in force and be irrepealable, and be annually 
collected, until the proceeds thereof shall have made the 
provision hereinbefore specified to pay and discharge the 
interest and principal of such debt and liability. The 
^oney arising from any loan or stock creating such debt 
^r liability shall be applied to the work or object specified 
in the act authorizing such debt or liability, or- for the 



repay meiMi of such debt or liability, and for no other pux- 
pese whatever. Ko such law shall be submitted to be voted! 
on, withia three months after its passage, or at any gen-^ 
eral election, when any other law, or any bill, or any 
amendment to the Constitution shall be submitted to be 
voted for or against. 

13. Sinking funds, — The sinking funds provided for the 
payment of interest and the extinguishment of the princi- 
pal of the debts of the State shall be separately kept and 
€afely invested, and neither of them shall be appropriated 
or used in any manner other than for the specific purpose 
for which it shall have been provided. 

14. Limitation. — Neither the Legislature, Canal Board, 
Canal Appraisers, nor any person or persons acting in| 
behalf of the State, shall audit, allow, or pay any claim 
which, as between citizens of the State, would be barred by 
lapse of time. The limitation of existing claims shall begin 
to run from the adoption of this section; but this provis- 
ion shall not be construed to revive claims already barred 
by existing statutes, nor to repeal any statute fixing the 
time within which claims shall be presented or allowed, 
nor shall it extend to any claims duly presented within the 
time allowed by law, and prosecuted with due diligence 
from the time of such presentment. But if the claimant 
shall be under legal disability, the claim may be presented 
within two years after such disability is removed. 

AltTICLi: YIU.— Corporations. 

1. Hatd creaM.— Corporations may be formed under 
ticneral laws; but shidl not be created by special act, ex- 
cept for mumcipi4 purposes, and in cases where, in the 
judgment of the Legislature, the objects of the corporation 
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cannot be attained under general laws. All general laws 
and special acts passed pursuant to this section may be 
altered from time to time or repealed. 

2. Debts, — Dues from corporations shall be secured by 
such individual liability of the coporators and other means 
as may be prescribed by law. 

8. Definition, — The term corporations as used in this 
article shall be construed to include all association and 
joint-stock companies having any of the powers or privi- 
leges of corporations not possessed by individuals or part- 
nerships. And all corporations shall have the right to sue 
and shall be subject to be sued in all coui'ts in like cases 
as natural persons. 

4. Bank charters. — The Legislature shall, by general 
law, conform all chai'ters of savings banks, or institutions 
for savings, to a uniformity of powers, rights and liabili- 
ties, and all charters hereafter granted for such corpora- 
tions shall be made to conform to such general law, and 
to such amendments as may be made thereto. And no such 
corporation shall have any capital stock, nor shall the 
trustees thereof, or any of them, have any interest what- 
ever, direct or indirect, in the profits ot such corporation; 
and no director or trustee of any such bank or institution 
shall be interested in any loan or use of any money or 
property of such bank or institution for savings. The 
Legislature shall have no power to pass any act granting 
any special charter for banking purposes; butcorporatione 
or associations may be formed for such purposes under 
general laws. 

5. Specie payments,— Th^ Legislature shall have ntf 
pow^ to pass any law sanctioning in any manner, directly^ 

I or indirectly, the . suspension of specie payments; by any 
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person, association or corporation issuing bank notes of 
any description. 

6. SegisPry of di^.— The Legislature shall provide by 
law for the registry of all bills or notes issued or put in 
circulation as money, and shall require ample security for 
the redemption of the same in specie. 

7. Stockholders responsible. — The stockholders in every 
corporation and joint-stock association for banking pur- 
poses issuing bank notes or any kind of paper credits to 
circulate as money, after the first day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, shall be individually 
responsible to the amount of their respective share or shares 
of stock in any such corporation or association, for all its 
debts and liabilities of every kind, contracted after the said 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty. 

8. InsolDency. — In case of the insolvency of any bank or 
banking association, the billholders thereof shall be enti- 
tled to preference in payment over all other creditors of 
such bank or association. 

9. CiHes and milages, — It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature to provide for the organization of cities and incor- 
porated villages, and to restrict their power of taxation, 
assessment, borrowing money, contracting debts, and loan- 
ing their credit, so as to prevent abuses in assessments, and 
in contracting debt by such municipal corporations. 

10. State credit, — Neither the credit nor the money of the 
State shall be given or loaned to or in aid of any associa- 
tion, corporation or private undertaking. This section 
shall not, however, prevent the Legislature from making 
such provision for the education and 'support of the blind, 
the deaf i^nd dumb, i^nd juvenile delinquents/ as to it may 
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seem proper. Nor shall it apply to any fund or propertj 
now held, or which may hereafter be held by the State for 
educational purposes. 

11. Be^ricHont.—'No county, city, town or village shall 
hereafter give any money or property, or loan its money or 
credit, to or in aid of any individual, association or corpo- 
ration, or become, diriecUy or indirectly, the owner of stock 
in or bonds of any association or corporation, nor shall any 
such county, city, town or village be allowed to incur any 
indebtedness, except for county, city, town or village pur 
poses. This section shall not prevent such county, city, 
town or village from making such provision for the aid or ' 
or support of its poor, as may be authorized by law. 

ARTICLE IX.— School Funds* 

1. How applied.-^The capital of the common school 
fund, the capital of the literature fimd, and the capital of 
the United States deposit fund, shall be respectively pre- 
served inviolate. The revenue of the said common school 
fund shall be applied to the support of common schools; 
the revenue of the said literature fund shall be applied to 
the support of academies, and the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars of the revenues of the United States de- 
posit fvmd shall each year be appropriated to and made 
part of the capital of the said common school fund. 

ARTICLE X.— County Officers* 

1. Election of certain officers, — Sheriffs, clerks of coun- 
ties, including the Register and Clerk of the city and 
county of New York, Coroners and District Attorneys, 
shall be chosen, by the electors of the respective counties, 
one in eveiy three years and as often as vacancies shaU 
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4. Ihne tf deeUan,— The time of electing all officers, 
named in this article shall be prescribed by law. 

5. Vacancies. — The Legislature shall provide for filling 
vacancies in office, and in case of elective officers, no per- 
son appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold his office by vir- 
tue of such appointment longer than the commencement of 
the political year next succeeding the first annual election 
after the happening of the vacancy. 

6. JMitieal year.— The political year and Legislative 
term shall begin on the first day of January; and the. 
iLegislature shall, every year, assemble on the first Tuesday 
in January, unless a different day shall be appointed by * 
law. 

7. Eemoval.—FTOYiBion shall be made by law for the 
removal for misconduct or malversation in office of all 
officers (except judicial) whose powers and duties are not 
local or legislative and who shall be elected at general elec- 
tions, and also for supplying vacancies created by such 
^removal. 

' 8. Offices deemed vacant. — The Legislature may declare 
the cases in which any office shall be deemed vacant 
when no provision is made for that purpose in this Con- 
stitution. 

, 9. Salaries.— "No ofAcer whose salary is fixed by the Con- 
stitution shall receive any additional compensation. Each 
of the other State officers named in the Constitution shall, 
during his continuance in office, receive a compensation^to 
be fixed by law, which shall not be increased or diminished 
during the term for which he shall have been elected or 
appointed; nor shall he receive to his use, any fees or jper- 
quisites of office or other compensation. 



' ABTIGLi; XIV.— Temporary Provisions. 
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10. SkcrMh. Clwkt of ContlM (Incladtiig th* Wbt(Mm attd Cteift tf tfi* Olf mU^ O^i^ir 
orMwYork), Md lutlfiM of tho mmo. Md CoroMn, tn oHm whm Mb iiiiiliirt<M Ml 
Mi • odkct, abAfl bold thoir riipeof (▼• oOcm imtil dio «zflf»ilo» of tlw tmm ftt wtM iMf 
#4M rwpoetttoly doctod. 

11. Judicial ofloon la oflloo wlua thk eonttUotioa AM trtt >>ft way OMitl»— ^MtJif 
■a«k fca uid MioiiMtM of oUco m an now MtlMriMAbi tew. mMI IM in* 4pf of. Mr 
«iid Aouwuid offhi bttDdr«d and fbrty-MVon, notwtttiUBlli^ &• teoVMtfH tf llo tw HiW i* 
MioflOa of tho felsfh Arttclo of thk cooBtlUrtToii. 

19. kit Iveoi oowli MfMMbkod 1> wt city ov Ytll^Ri^ laifcJfcii MM Myilte ChM 

Commoo Plejw, SomIoiu ond SarrogotoaTCourU of tho Ctly and CovAf tt >N<r Yotfe* Ml 
remain, until othonrlao diroetod by tba Laffislataro^ wtA thair fMaontpcwon and Jiiilaae- 
itoaa ; and the Judgoa of •ttoh Court* and any elaru tboraof In oIIm on ilio.ifaC day nf 
January on« tkouaand right hundred and forty -eeTon, eliaU «;oatlaiio in oflao until Ao 
expiration bf tbolr terma of offloa, or nntll Aa Legtalaturo aludl «th«rirlM dlraet, 

. IS. Thla conatltntien ahall bo In tore* fkon and including tha (iia* dav of Janaary, 9$9 
t&oaaand alght knadrad and forfy-aeven, accept a* heroin otborarno prondad. 

ARTICLE XI.-Mtlltia. 

1. Bearing arms.^The militia of this State ibttt, «t all 
ttflaies hereafter, be armed and disciplined aod in r^aMsem 
for service; but all such iDhabitants of (kis Stale of any 
rtligioua denomination whatever as from seruple* of eoft- 
seience may be averse to bearing arms, shall be exeusad 
tlb«refrom upon such conditions as shall be prescribed hy 
law. 

S. C!^eer«.— Militia officers shall be choseHi, or appointed 
as follows: — Captains, subalterna, and DOii>coiiimisek>iied 
officers shall be chosea by the written votes of the men- 
bets of their respective companies. Field ofleera of regi- 
ments and separate battalions by the written votes of the 
commissioned officers of the respective regtmenle «id sep- 
arate battalions ;3rigadter-QeneraU and Brigade Ifitpecton 
by the field ofQoers of their respective brigades; Halor- 
CNtterats, Brigadier-Qenerats and commanding oficers of 
regineBte or separate batti^one, AdI i^ipdM tte staff 
•Aeefs lo the^ iespeetive dl vieioBf, WgfiSlm, iitgiaiinli or 
separate battalioxuk 
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9, A0fm4msni9,'^TkB Ooveroor shall nominailfi ap4j 158 
wit]i Ibe co»i)fieiit of the Semte, appoint all Major-General* ; 
and the Cosnoiaflary-Ganecal. The Adjutant-General md 
other €hieli of staff departments, and the Aides-de-€apip 
of Uie Coviniaader 'in-Chief , shall be appointed by the Got- : 
ernor, and their commissions shall expire with the time for 
which the Governor shall have been elected. The Com- 
missary-General shall hold his office for two years. He 
shall give security for the faithful execution of the duties 
of his office in such manner and amount as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

4. EleeU(m$,^The Legislature shall, by law, direct the 150 
time and manner of electing militia officers, and of certify- 
ing their elections to the Governor. 

5. Oommmion$,^The commissioned officers of the mil- ^60 
itia shall be commissioned by the €k>vernor; and no com- 
misaioDed officer shall be removed from office, unless by 
the Senate on the recommendation of the Governor, stat- 
ing the grounds on which such removal is recommended,or 
by the decision of a court-martial, pursuant to law. The 
present ofBc&moi the militia shall hold their commissponi 
subject to removal, as before provided. 

6. ChanffM, — ^Ib case the mode of election and appoint- i6i 
meat of miUtia officers h^eby directed, shall not be found 
conducive to the improvement of the militia, the Leg^a- 
tiise may «bcdish the same, and provide by law for their 
an^^tneal and eemoval, if two-thirds of the mwalioiy 
pi!saMit Ib each bouse shall concur therein. 



ABncIii: XII.--Oiith of Office. 

1. i'lmn.priioriM.— Members of the Legislature (and aO 
o|Boec8| ^wcutive Md judicial, except such inferior offiom 
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as sball be by law exempted), shall, before they entier dn 
the duties of their respectiye offices, take and subscribe the 
following oath or affirmation : "I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that IJwill support the Constitution of the United 
iStates, and the Constitution of the State of New York, and 
thatl will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of 

, according to the best of my ability; *' 
and all such officers who shall have been chosen at any 
'election shall, before they enter on the duties of theii 
respective offiices, take and subscribe the oath or affirma- 
tion above prescribed, together with the following addition 
thereto, as part thereof : . '^ 

"And I do further solemnly swear (or affirm) that I 
have not directly or indirectly paid, offered or premised to 
pay, contributed, or offered or promised to contribute, any 
money or other valuable thing as & consideration or 
reward for the giving or withholding a vote at the election 
at which I was elected to said office, and have not made 
any promise to influence the giving or withholding any 
such vote," and no other oath, declaration or test, shall be 
required as a qualification for any office of public trust 

ABTICIiC XIII.— Amendments. 

1. Bm made, — Any amendment or amendments te this 
Constitution may be proposed in the Senate and Assembly; 
and if the same shall be agreed tp by a majority of thel 
^membera elected to each of the two houses, such proposed 
! amendment or amendments shall be entered on their jour-, 
nals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred 
tQ the Legislature to be chosen at the next general election 
of Senators, and shall be published fon three months jprevi- 
oos to the time of > making such choice^ and if in th^ 
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Legislature so next chosen, as aforesaid, such proposed 
amendment or amendments shall be agreed to by a majority 
of all the members elected to each house, then it shall be 
the duty of the Legislature to submit such proposed 
amendment or amendments to the people, in such manner 
and at such time as the Legislature shall prescribe; and if 
the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or 
amendments, by a majority of the electors qualified to vote 
for members of the Legislature, voting thereon, such 
amendment or amendments shall become part of the 
Constitution. 

8. Vicennial popular vote, — At the general election to be 
held in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and in 
each twentieth year thereafter, and also at such time as 
the Legislature may by law provide, the question, " Shall 
there be a convention to revise the constitution, and 
amend the same ? " shall be decided by the electors quali- 
fied to vote for members of the Legislature; and in case a 
majority of the electors so qualified, voting at such 
election, shall decide in favor of a convention for such 
purpose, the Legislature at its next session shall provide 
Iqr ^w for tho election of delegates to such convention. 
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